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ARTICLE XXIX., 


Reece R. Gostinc, at the Mitre and Crown 
SS ee in Fleet-fireet, has jutt now publifhed 
Ay @ a correét and beautiful Edition of The 
z Rees Theological Works of the Learned 

< =A Dr. Pocock, fometime Profeffor of 
‘the Fidicesw aud Arabick Tongues, in the Univerfity 
of Oxtord, and Canon of Chrift-Church: Contain- 
ing bis PorTA Mosis, azd Englifh Commenta- 
ries on Hosza, Jort, Mican, ‘and MALacui. 
To which is prefixed an Account of bis Life and Wri- 
tings, never before printed, with the Addition of a 
new General Index to the Commentaries. Jn Two 
Volumes, Folio. By Leonarp Twe tts, M.A. 
Rettor of the united Parifbes of St. Matthew's, 
Friday-ftreet, and St, Peter’s, Cheap, and Preben- 
dary of St, Paul’s, London. 
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The Life of our Author, prefixed to this curi- 
ous Impreffion of his Writings, is infcribed To rhe 
moft Famous and Learned Univerfity of Oxford, 
(of which VENERABLE Bopy he was, for near 
feventy Years, a Member and Ornament) by the 
Compiler, as a publick, though /mall,e Teitimony of 
Gratitude, for the Honour fome Time fince conferred 
on bim,|| who ftiles himfelf their moft obliged Ser- 
vant, and fincere Well-wifher. 

In a Pretace, drawn up for that Purpofe, Mr. 
Twe ts has given us fome Information, relating 
as well tothe Life of Dr. Pocock, as to the prefent 
Edition of his Theological Pieces. 

With refpeét to the former of thefe he acquaints 
the Reader, that Dr. Pocock’s Life was begun to 
be written forty Years ago, by the Rev. Mr. Hum- 
phry Smitb;* in which Undertaking he was great- 
ly affifted by the Doétor’s eldeft Son, the Rev. 
Mr. Edward Pocock. + No Pains were fpared by 
either of thefeGentlemen to procure Materials for 
the Defign. Mr. Pocock made all the neceffary 
Searches at Oxford, and tranfmitted the Refult of 
them, together with the Papers in his own Cuftody 
that concern’d the Work, to Mr. Smith: Mr. Smith, 
onthe other hand, wrote to all Dr. Pocock’s furviving 
Friends; for inftance, to Dr. Wallis, Archbifhop 
Mar fh (Primate of all /reland), Mr. Locke, Dr. Hun- 
tington, Dr. Smith, Dr. Mill, Dr. Hickman, Dr. Fran- 
cis Atterbury, Dr. Lancafter, Dean Aldrich, &c. defi- 
ring fuch Notices as they could recollect about him, 
and what Letters they had of his in their Poffeffion. 
Some Intelligence, our Editor fays, came in, this way, 
bur far lefs than was hoped for: And as for the 
Docior’s Letters, that is, thofe which had paffed 
between him and the Learned, both at home and 


| The Univerfiry created him Mafter of Arts, by a Diploma, 
altho’ he had his [:ducation at Cambridge. 
* Vicar of Towiufiell, &c. in Devon/fpire. 
+ Reétor of Alinal/, nea: Marlborough, in Wilthire. 
abroad, 
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abroad, for full fixty Years, they were, after a long 
and laborious, but unfuccefsful Inquiry, concluded 
to be irrecoverably loft. Such, however, was 
Mr. Smith’s Zeal for preferving the Memory of 
Dr. Pocock, that he refolved to attempt his Hiftory 
upon the Strength of thofe imperfect Memoirs that 
could be come at. With this Refolution he began, 
and drew up the Doétor’s Story, fairly written and 
{cored for the Prefs, down to the Reftoration, and 
left behind him a foul Copy of the fame, continued 
for three Years further; but here he ftopt, either 
difcouraged by want of fufficient Lights, or by il! 
Health, and probably by both. 

In this State Mr, Smith left it at his Death, and 
thus, for want of Materials, it lay dormant many 
Years. And that it ever was refumed, is owing, 
our Editor fays, to the Care and Goodnefs of Zho- | 
mas Rawlins, Efq, of Popbills in Warwickfbire ; ] 
who having found the aforefaid Letters among the 
Papers of his deceafed Uncle, Dr. Charlett, into 
whofe Hands they had been put fhortly after Dr. 

Pocock’s Death, moft obligingly communicated them 
tothe Rev. Mr. Fobn Pocock, Grandfon to our Au- 
thor, who thereupon prefled Mr. Zwel/s to fill up 
and compleat what Mr. Smith had fo happily begun. iy 

When he had determined to comply with this 
Requeft, Mr. Twells’s firft Intention was to have 
given the Publick what his Predeceffor inthe Work 
had prepared, diftinét, and to have thrown all the 
neceffary Additions and Alterations into Notes at 
the Bottom of each Page; but the Bulk and Num- 
ber of them foon convinced him, that fuch a Me- 
thod would caufe too great an Interruption to the 
Thread of the Hiftory, — and that there was a Ne- 
ceffity for working up al] together, Befides, where 
authentick Information failed him, Mr. Smith was 
compelled to proceed upon Conjectures, which the 
Papers fince found difcover to have been, in fome 

Inftances, wide of the Mark; and Mr. Tzwel!s was 
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by no means fond of pointing out and correcting 
the Errors into which that worthy Perfon fell, 
thro’ a Misfortune as unavoidable, as it was piteous. 
The Memoirs of Dr. Pocock, as thus enrich’d 
and finifhed by our Reverend Editor, include a 
Variety of very curious Particulars, in which every 
one who has a Relifh of Literature is interefted ; 
and thefe I fhall principally regard in the following 
Epitome ; either wholly omitting, or very lightly 
touching, thofe Incidents, which concern the Doctor 
mercly in his domeftic Capacity, as employed inthe 
common Affairs of Life, or as ftruggling with the 
Iniquicies and Follies of the Times in which he lived. 
In thort, I fhall exhibit him, only in thofe Scenes 
of Life where he appears as a Perfon of great E- 
rudition ; referring fuch as would be acquainted 
with his entire Charaéter, Behaviour, and Fortune, 
to the Original of this Abftract. —To proceed then : 
Dr. Pococx was born on the eighth Day of No- 
vember, 1604. He was the Son of Mr. Edward 
Pocock, Batchelor of Divinity, fometime Fellow of 
St. Mary Magdalen College in Oxford, and then Vi- 
car of Chively in Berks: His Infancy difcovered 
fuch promifing Parts, as eafily drew his Parente to 
dedicate him to Religion and Learning ; and for 
that Purpofe he was fent to the Free-fchool at Tame 
in Oxford/bire. His Matter was Mr. Richard But- 
cher, a Man of great Accuracy in grammatical 
Learning, and equal Induftry: The Diligence of 
that worthy Teacher, meeting with an extraordi- 
nary Capacity in this his Pupil, was bleffed with 
a more than common. Succefs; for at the Age of 
Fourteen he was thought fit for the Univerfity, and 
accordingly, being brought to Oxford, he was en- 
tered in Magdalen-Hiall, and after two Years Stay 
in that Place, his Merits recommended him, upon 
a itrict Examination, to a Scholarfbip in Cor- 
pus-Chrifit College, to which he was admitted, 
Dec. 
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Dec. 11, 1620.— Here he foon appeared eminent 
in all thofe Parts of Learning which are commonly 
taught in Univerfities. To thofe Arts and Sciences, 
in which the ordinary Difcipline obliged him to be 
converfant, he added the Knowledge of the beit 
Writers, both Greek and Roman; for in fome Pa- 
pers, written by him when very young, there are 
fuch Obfervations out of Quintisan, Cicero, Piu- 
tarch, Plato, and other Authors, as fpeak a great 
deal of Judgment and of Induftry. 

On Nov. 28, 1621, being but very little above 
Eighteen, he was admitted Batchelor of Arts, and 
having already made a confiderable Progrefs in the 
ordinary Paths of Learning, he began to betake him- 
felf with great Application to the Study of the £a/- 
tern Languages, His Director therein was A/atthias 
Pafor, a German, the Son of George Pafor, a learned 
Profeffor at Herborn, the Author of the Greek Lexicon 
to the New TZeftament. This Matthias Pafur, ha- 
ving been Profeflor of Mathematicks in the Uni- 
verfity of Heidelberg, whence he was driven by the 
Troubles which had then befallen the Palatinate, 
came to Oxford, and there, being incorporated Maf- 
ter of Arts, as he had ftood at He:delberg, for his 
Maintenance, he not only taught, ina private Cham- 


ber, the Sciences he had profeffed in his own Coun-. 


try, but alfo the Oriental Tongues ;, reading for 
fome time an Arabick Lecture twice a Week pub- 
lickly in the Divinity School, upon the Encourage- 
ment of a Penfion colleéted from his Auditors, 

On March 28, 1626, Mr. Pocock was created 
Mafter of Arts; foon after which, our Editor 
fuppofes, having proceeded as far in Oriental Learn- 
ing, as Mr. Pa/or could lead him, he applied him- 
felf for further Inftruétion to Mr. Villiam Bedwell, 
Vicar of Tottenbam-High-Cro/s, near London, a 
Perfon, to whom the Praife of being the firft who 
confiderably promoted the Study of the 4rabick Lan- 
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guage in Europe, may perhaps more juftly belong 
than to Thomas Erpenius, who commonly has it, 
Mr. Bedwelf had made a vaft Progrefs in the 
Knowledge of that Tongue, before Erpenius had 
any Name in the World for Skill in it; and as the 
latter {pent tome Time in England, about the Year 
1606, he was indebted to the former for many Di- 
rections which he received from him in that fort of 
Learning. Befides feveral Books which Mr. Bed- 
well publifhed relating to it, he employed himfelf 
many Years in preparing an Arabick Lexicon in 
three Volumes; and was at the Pains of a Voyage 
into Holland, to perufe the Papers of Fofeph Sca- 
liger, who had made a Collection, as he declared 
himfelf, of twenty thoufand Words in chat Lan- 
guage. This ufeful Undertaking, however, was 
never pubdlifhed, Golivs’s Performance of the like 
kind coming out before it was ready for the Prefs, 
and rendering it needlels, 

Mr. Pocock profited much under this learned 
Man; and the Advances he had made in {feveral 
uncommon Sorts of Literature, could not but meet 
with Encouragement from that learned Society, 
whereof he was a Member ; who, as a Proof of 
their juft Regard for him, admitted him Probatio- 
ner Fellow, Fuly 24, 1628. And now the Statutes 
of the College requiring he fhould fpeedily enter 
into Holy Orders, it was high Time for him to 
add the Study of Theology to his former Acquire- 
ments. With this View, comparatively neglecting 
modern Compendiums and Tracts of Divinity, he 
applied himfelf chiefly to Fathers and Councils, 
Ecclefiaftical Hiftorians and other ancient Writers, 
together with the facred Text, the Word of God. — 

But amidft his Theological Studies he ftill re- 
tain’d the utmoft Regard for the Eaftern Langua- 
ees: He therefore, near this Time, fet about fit- 
ging for the Prefs thofe Parts of the Syriack Verfion 

ol 
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of the New Teftament, which had never yet been 
publithed. Ignatius, the Facobite Patriarch of An- 
tiocb, as our Reverend Editor informs us, had, 
in the laft Age, fent Mo/es Meridineus, a Prieft of 
Mefopotamia, into the Wef, to get that Verfion 
printed for the Ufe of his Churches: And this 
Work, by the Care and Diligence ot Albertus Wid- 
manftadius, was very well performed at Vienna, 
A.D. 1555. But the Syriack New Teftament, thus 
brought out of the EZaf, and followed in that Im- 
preffion, wanted the /econd Epiftle of St. Peter, 
the fecond and third Epifiles of St. John, the E- 
piftle of St. Jude, and the whole Book of the 
Revelation. This Defect no body took care 
to fupply, till Ludovicus de Diex, encouraged 
and affifted by Daniel Heinfius, fet about the 
Revelation, being furnifhed with a Copy of it, 
which had been given with many other MSS, 
to the Univerfity of Leyden, by Fofeph Scaliger. 
That Verfion of the Apocalyp/e was printed at Ley- 
den, in 1627 3 but ftill the four Epi/ties were want- 
ing, and thofe Mr. Pocock undertakes, being defi- 
rous the whole New Teftament might at length be 
publifhed in that Language, which was the vulgar 
Tongue of our bleffed Saviour himfelf and his A- 
poftles. A very fair M48. for this Purpofe he had 
met with in that vaft Treafure of Learning, the 
Bodleian Library, containing thofe Epiftles, toge- 
ther with fome other Parts of the New Teffa- 
ment. Out of this MS. he tranfcribed thofe Epiftles 
in the Syriack Charaéler; the fame he likewile fet 
down in the Hebrew Letters, adding the Points, not 
according to the ordinary, but the Syriack Rules, — 
He alfo made a new Tranflation of thefe Epiftles 
out of Syriack into Latin, comparing it with that 
of Erzelius, and {hewing, upon all confiderable Oc- 
cafions, the Reafon of his Diffent from him: More- 
over, he added the original Greek, concluding the 
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whole with a good Number of learned and ufeful 
Notes. 

This Work was finifhed by him when he was 
but four and twenty Years old; and tho’ he per- 
formed it with the utmott E:xactnefs, yet he could 
not be prevailed on to print it till a Year after, 
when he fuffered it to come abroad at the earneft 
Requeft of Gerard Fobn Vofias, who was at that 
Time come into England to take Pofleffion of a 
Prebend in the Church of Canterbury, beftowed 
upon him by K. Charles I, and who had heard of 
it from Mr. John Roufe, the publick Librarian of 
Oxford, when, ere his Return to his own Country, 
he made a Vifit to that Univerfity, where he was 
entertained with Marks of a very great Efteem. 

Mr. Pocock was overcome by the Perfuafions of 
a Man, againft whofe Judgment he could have no 
Exception ; and being alfo further tencouraged by 
the Promife he made, that it fhould, by his Pro- 
curement, be carefully printed in Holland, he pre- 
fently took care to add a Preface and a Dedication; 
and the Patron he made choice of was Voffius him- 
felf, to whom he addrefled the Work in Terms of 
much Deference and Refpeét. Voffius, upon his 
Arrival at Leyden, committed the Care of the Edi- 
tion to Ludovicus de Dien, who after a diligent 
Perufal of Mr. Pocock’s Papers wrote to him, highly 
commending the Fidelity of his Tranfcript, the 
Juftnefs of his Verfion, and the Learning of his 
Notes. At the fame time he propofes feveral E- 
mendations in the Pointing ot the Hebrew Cha- 
racter, and one in that of the Syriack, together with 
two Alterations in the Latin Verfion, and likewife 
one additional Note. To moft of thefe Amend- 
ments Mr. Pocock confented, and accordingly, all 
of them, except three, ftand as propofed in the 
printed Work; befides which, De Dieu had a 
Commiffion to make what further Alterations he 

fhould 
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fhould find expedient. In purfuance of which, he 
proceeded to other Emendations with Vaffius’s Ad- 
vice, in Number fix ; they all concerned the Latin 
Verfion. 

Sometime in the Year 1629, Mr. Charles Rob- 
fou, of Queen's College in Oxford, returned trom 
being Chaplain to the Englifo Merchants at Aleppo, 
and Mr. Pocock, being now in Holy Orders, was 
appointed in his Room. He got to Scanderoox, 
after a tedious Voyage, Of. 14, 1630, and three 
Days after to Aleppo, which was to be his ufual Re- 
fidence, and where, as our Reverend Editor in- 
forms us at large, he exercifed himfelf in a labo- 
rious and exemplary Difcharge of all the Duties of 
his Funétion. 

During his Abode at this very melancholy Place, 
(for fo he always confidered it) he diverted himfelf 
fometimes with philofophical Inquiries into thofe 
Works of Nature, which were not to be met with 
in his own Country. Mr. Zwells mentions a fhort 
Defcription of the Chameleon, which he fent to 
Mr. Thomas Greaves, and which was, he fays, in 
fome Refpects, as accurate as that of the Auatomifts 
at Paris. 

But, as well became a Divine, his Inquiries of 
this kind were chiefly made into thofe Produ¢tions 
of Nature and Art, the Knowledge of which might 
give Light to fome difficult Places of Scripture, 
He was now in that Part of the World wherein 
moft of the Sacred Penmen wrote, and muft know, 
that a true Account of feveral Things of it, which 
they have referr’d to, might explain fome Paffages 
in thofe holy Writings, which Interpreters had not 
yet well underftood. Mr. Zwells has fet down two 
or three Obfervations of this kind, which are to 
be met with, among others, in his Papers and 
printed Books, —— To give one Inftance : 
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There are a Sort of Creatures mentioned in the 
Old Teftament, which moft Tranflators call by the 
Name of Dragons, tho’ the Property there afcribed 
tothem will not agree to the Nature of thofe Ani- 
mals. We read in Naturalifts and Hiftorians, as 
Mr. Jwells remarks, of no other Noife made by 
Dragons, but that of bifing; whereas in moft Ver- 
fions, at Micah i. 8. we meet with their bowling or 
wailing. —— The Obfervations made by Mr. Po- 
cock, on thofe Animals we call Fakales, led him to 
agree with the ancient Syriack Verfion, and an /ra- 
bick one of Rabbi Saadias, in fuppofing that thefe 
are meant, and not Dragons, in that and fome 
other Places of Scripture. They are, as he de- 
icribes them, a Kind of wild Dogs, between a Fox 
and a Wolf; and the Noife they make, is fuch as 
none, that travel in thofe Parts in the Night, can be 
ignorant of. For abiding in the Fields and wafte 
Places, they how] fo lamentably, that Perfons un- 
acquainted with them, would conclude that a Com- 
pany of Women and Children were wailing one to 
another, In this he was the more confirmed by the 
learned Rabbi Tanchum ot jferufalem, who wrote 
on the whole Old Teffament in Arabick. He ob- 
ferves it for an Error in Expofitors, that in this 
and fome other Places they render Dragons, where 
they fhould render Fakales. The reafon of which 
Miftake, he fays, is, that the Word which fignifies 
Fakales, in the plural Number, is, in writing, the 
fame with that which fignifieth a Dragon in the fin- 
gular, both Tannin. To preventtherefore this Mi- 
ftake, Mr. Pocock lays down this Rule: That 
wherefoever we meet with Zannim or Tannin, or 
Tannoth, as Plurals, they fignify thofe howling 
wild Beafts, inhabiting wafte defolate Places: But 
where Tannim or Tannin in the fingular, or Tan- 
minim in the plural, they are to be rendered Dra- 
gons, or Serpents, or Sea-monfters, or Whales, ac- 
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cording as they are fpoken of Creatures on Land 
or in che Water. 

Thefe Fakales are fo ravenous, that they will 
prey on dead Bodies, yea dig them out of their 
Graves, if not well covered. For which Reafon 
he thinks thefe Animals are meant, not only, P/a/n 
xliv. 19. by Zannim, which we and others tran- 
flate Dragons, but alfo, P/alm Ixiii. 10. by Shua- 
lim, which we render Foxes. The Name 72kale, 
he fays, is borrowed from the Perfian Language, 
in which it is written Shegal, and is from the He- 
brew Shual, which Word may comprehend both 
thofe Kinds, that are not very different from each 
other. This may fuffice as a Specimen. Mr. 
Twells has cited two more Examples: One, expla- 
natory of the many Paffages in Scripture, relating 
to the Lbra/bing of Corn; another, concerning that 
Inftrument ufed in the Eaf, for purging or cleanf- 
ing the Floor, which in our Tranflation is ftiled a 
Fan. 

Such Remarks as thefe, fo ufeful for underftand- 
ing the facred Text, he was careful to make, as he 
met with convenient Opportunities for them. But 
the Bufinefs wherein he employed the greateft Part 
of that Time which he could fpare from the necef- 
fary Duties of Religion, was the perfecting him- 
felf in the Knowledge of the Eaftern Languages. 

Soon after his coming to Aleppo, he made fome 
Progrefs inthe Hebrew, the Syriack, and Ethiopick 
Tongues, But Arabick, the moft learned and 
general Language of the Eaft, was the Subject of 
his greateft Induitry and Application; for farther 
Inftruction in which, he agreed with a Sheich or 
Doétor, called Phataliah, to come to him frequent- 
ly, and entertained, asa Servant, one Hamet, chief- 
ly for this End, that he might on every Occafion 
converfe familiarly in it. With this Affiftance, to 
obtain Exactnefs in a Tongue fo very difficult, he 
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furnifhed himfelf with many Grammatical Commen- 
taries, and made fundry Colleétions out of Lexico- 
graphers, and other Authors, which he there met 
with. He alfo read the A/coran with great Care 
and acritical Diligence. He likewife, for the fame 
Purpofe, beftowed. much Pains and Time, in tranf- 
lating feveral rabick Books. And the chief of 
thefe was a vaft Collection he there procured, of fix 
thoufand Proverbs, containing the Wifdom of the 
Arabians, and referring to the moft remarkable 
Paffages of their Hiftory. By fuch a continued 
Labour and Study he at Jength acquired fuch an A- 
bility in this copious Language, that he fpake it 
with as much Eafe as his Mother-tongue, and fo 
well underftood the Criticifm and Niceties of it, 
that his Sheich pronounced him a Mafter in it, in 
no fort inferior to the AZufti of Aleppo. 

Another thing wherein Mr. Pocock laboured with 
unwearied Application was, in fearching after and pur- 
chafing the precious and valuable Depofitaries of the 
Literature of the Eaftern Nations, ‘Jacobus Golius, a 
very learned Profeflor of Arabick and Mathematicks, 
inthe Univerfity of Leyden, was now very lately re- 
turned out of Syria, bringing with him a great ma- 
ny MSS. of good Account; and tho’ Wr. Pocock 
had the Difadvantage of coming after, he refolved, 
that, if Diligence could effect it, his Abode there 
thould not be of lefs Ufe to the Commonwealth of 
Letters. He bought up whatever MSS. of any 
Value, in any Language, he could meet with at 
Aleppo, and employed his Friends there, to procure © 
the like from other Places, waiting the Opportuni- 
ties of the Caravans from Perfia and other Coun- 
tries. When he could not obtain the Books them- 
felves, he took care to have them exactly tranf- 
cribed. 

As he thus dealt in Books for his own private 
Ufe, and at his own Expence ; fo he had a Commifii- 
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on from Bifhop Laud, then of London, (in a Letter 
dated Oé. 30. 1631.) defiring he would buy for 
him fuch ancient Greek Coins, and fuch MSS. either 
in Greek or the Oriental Languages, as in his Judg- 
ment would beft befit an Univerfity Library, From 
whence it appears, that that great Prelate had then 
defigned thofe noble Benefactions, which he atter- 
wards beftowed on the Bodleian Library at Oxford. 
Whether the 4rabick, Perfian, Hebrew, Armeniar, 
Ethiopick, and other MSS. given by him to that 
Univerfity, inthe Years 1635 and 1636, were any 
of them procured by Mr. Pocock, isuncertain, Our 
Editor finds a Letter of Zaxd’s, then made Archbi- 
fhop of Canterbury, dated May 21. 1634, to Mr. 
Pocock, in which he thanks him for Greek Coins, 
but mentions no Books. Nay, he intimates that 
no fuch had been procured, by expreffing, at the 
fame time, his Doubt, that the Freach and Veneti- 
ans had raifed the Price of AZSS. more than that of 
Coins. —— He adds, “* I hope you will, before 
<s you return, make yourfelf able to teach the 4ra- 
<¢ dick Language.” From which, fays Mr. Tweiis, 
we may affuredly gather, that his Grace had then 
entertained Thoughts of founding an /rabick Lec- 
ture at Oxford, and was refolved in the Choice of 
his firft Lecturer. 

The Execution of this Proje, about two Years 
after, furnifhed Mr. Pocock with an honourable Oc- 
cafion of returning home, aftera Stay of five or fix 
Years at Aeppo, with which Place he was never 
heartily pleafed. 

The Archbifhop, amoneft his Cares for the U- 
niverfity of Oxford, had often reflected on a confi- 
derable Defeét there, relating to the Study of the 
learned Languages. King Henry VUI. in the five 
Lectures he inftituted, took care both for Greek 
and Hebrew. But Arabick, a learned and ufeful 
Language, was {till unprovided for 5° and for carry- 
ing onthe Study of this, Archbifhop Laud refolves 
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to eftablifh a Lecture, and to encourage it with a 
confiderable Stipend. With this Defign he ac- 
quaints Mr. Pocock at Aleppo, telling him in the Let- 
ter he fent to him for this Purpoie, that be could do 
him no greater Honour, than to name him 10 the U- 
niverfity for bis firft Profefor; and ordering him, 
at the fame time, to haften his Return, that he might 
undertake the Employment. 

His Departure homeward, how agreeable foever 
it might beto him, was not a little grievous to his 
Friends in that Place. —— Even the Mabometans 
themfelves, with whom he was acquainted, were fo 
charmed with his fhining Virtue, his amazing In- 
duftry, and moft agreeable Converfation, that they 
were extremely unwilling to part with him. Parti- 
cularly his Sheich, or Mafter for Arabick, was 1o 
fond of him, that when he faw him refolved to be 
gone, he exprefled a very earneft Defire to accom- 
pany him to Exgland. Nor did he ever forget this 
his excellent Scholar, even to the laft Moment of his 
Life. As Mr. Huntington, in his firft Letter to 
Mr. Pocock, from Aleppo, in the Year 1670, writes 
nim Word, faying, ** He was always mindful of 
*¢ you, and expreffed your Name with his laft 
**« Breath. He was ftill telling the good Opi- 
*€ nion he had of you, that you were a right 
* honeft Man ; and that he did not doubt but to 
‘s meet you in Paradife under the Banner of our 
“© Jefus.’ And the poor Dervife Zhmed, perhaps 
the Hamet afore-mentioned, doubtlefs expreffed his 
Affection in fuch Strains of oriental Eloquénce, as 
are to be met with in the Epiftles he afterwards fent 
tohim. Of thefe Mr. 7wed/s has given fome Speci- 
mens, as likewile a whole Letter of this fame Per- 
fon’s, being the firft he fent to Mr. Pocock after his 
coming back to Englan?. ‘This latter I fhall fub- 
join, as it was tranflated out of the original rabick, 
by the Rev. Mr. Edward Pocock, the Doctor’s eldett 
Son: The Reader will thereby fee that our Profet- 
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for’s Endeavours for the Promotion of Learning, 


by procuring MSS. from the Eaft, were not ended 
on his Return to Oxford. 


Yo the Prefence of that eminent Scholar, Pocock the 
Honoured. 


© Very fair are the Ornaments of Paper inriched 
with the Embroidery of Words; and very beau- 
tiful is that which the Point of the Pen draws 
from the Minds of Souls: Let Peace fpread its 
fweet Smell like Amber, and difplay its Savour 
like Jeffamine towards the Tract of that Coun- 
try, whither he goes. Let God give Succefs to 
what he delights in and defires. Befides this, 
‘«< there came to us a much defired Letter, fairly 
“© written after the beft Manner; and we were re- 
vived at its coming, and fatisfied at its {weet Af- 
<¢ pect, beyond the Spring and Smell of Flowers ; 
«© and we know the Matter it contained, and what 
<¢ Anfwers you defired in it. And if you inquire 
<¢ concerning us, God be praifed we are well and 
“ fafe, and we truft in God, you are in like man- 
<¢ ner: Only, fince you left us, we have been as 
<¢ tho? our own Brother had left us, or the Spirie 
¢¢ which is in the Heart. And therefore we had 
fincere Joy, when we heard the News of your 
Health, and of your Arrival in your Country ; 
“© and we praife God, who brought you to your 
sé People in Health and Safety ; for his Mercy is 
‘¢ plentiful. We alfo give you to underftand, that 
we have taken to Wife a Came/ Woman riding 
«© on a Camel, that fhe may look after our A ffairs, 
‘© We have alfo gotten Echwans Sepha, which you 
faw formerly, fairly drawn for fixty Garfes ; 
«¢ and we had not gotten it for that Price, unlefs 
 Fiieronywo had gotten it for us; for how we could 
“© buy that which I faw the Day that I went 
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<< from Aleppo, you know. And, as for the Hi- 
‘ ftory of A). Fannabi, the Kadi, of which I faw 
“ fome Pieces, you told me that we fhould tarry 
¢ till thetranfcribing it was finifhed, and when it 
¢ was finifhed we fhould buy it, if the moft high 
¢ God pleafe. The Commentary on Gubftan is al- 
¢ fo finifhed, which we will fend you; and, if it 
‘¢ pleafe God, we will do our Endeavour to fend 
« you the Hiftory of Ebu Chalecan; and any Book 
<< that we fhall fee which is convenient for you, we 
‘© fhal! fendto you. And you muft needs fend us 
<< an Anfwer to *hefe Letters, and fome little To- 


«¢ ken of what your Country affords, 
The por DERVIsE AHMED. 


“ 
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This Epiftle finifhes the firft Section of Dr. Po- 
cock’s Life. The fecond opens with fome Occur- 
rences of his Voyage from A/eppo homeward ; and 
proceeds with the refpectful and friendly Reception 
he met at Oxford, and an Account of his Exercifes 
for the Degree of Batchelor of Divinity, to which 
he was admitted July 8. 1636. 

Soon after this Formality was over, the Honour 
which his great Patron had defigned for him, was 
actually conferred on him, For on the 8th Day of 
the next Month, Dr. Bale, Prefident of St. Fobx 
Baptifi’s College, and Vice-chancellor of the Univer- 
fity, declared in a Convocation, held for this Pur- 
pofe, that, whereas their much honoured Chancel- 
lor, the Archbifhop, had lately given to the pub- 
lick Library a confiderable Number of rabick 
Books, he was now to acquaint them with an Ad- 
dition to that Bounty : For, that thofe Treafures 
might not continue lockt up, and fo ufelefs, his 
Grace had been pleafed to fettle 40/. per Annum, 
during his Life, on a Perfon, who fhould read a 
Lecture in that Tongue. And the Man, whom 
he nominated for the Approbation of that Hoz/e, 

Was, 
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was, he told them, Mr. Pocock, of Corpus Chrifti, 
Jately returned out of the Eaftern Parts, who was, 
as he affured them, and they very well knew, emi- 
nent for his Probity, bis Learning, and Skill in 
Languages. 

So kind a Meffage was received by the Univer- 
fity with much Joy and Acknowledgment. Mr. 
Pocock opened his Lecture two Days after, viz. 
Aug. 10. with an excellent Latin Speech: A {mall 
Part of which, declaring the mighty Efteem the. 
Arabians anciently had for Poets and Poetry, 
was afterwards printed. The Book, which he 
firft undertook to read on, was, the Proveris 
of Ali, the fourth Emperor of the Saracens, 
and the Coufin-german and Son-in-law of Ma- 
homet. Upon this Book, obferving the Direc- 
tions of the Archbi/bop, in the Statutes he had pro- 
vided, he fpent an Hour every Wednefday in Vaca- 
tion Time, andalfoin Lent, explaining the Senfe of 
the Author, and the Things relating to the Grammar 
and Propriety of the Language; and alfo fhewing 
the Agreement it hath with the Hedrew and Syriack. 
The Leélure being ended, he ulually tarried for 
fome time in the publick School, to refolve the Quef- 
tions of his Hearers, and fatisfy them in cheir 
Doubts; and always, that Afternoon, gave Adinit- 
tance in his Chaméer, from one a Clock til] four, to 
all that would come to ‘him for further Conference 
and Direction. 

About the Beginning of Fuly, 1637, Mr. Pocock 
undertook a fecond Journey into the faft. Heem- 
barked in Company with his dear Friend Mr. John 
Greaves, who then fet out on his Travels into Egypt. 
The Motives to this Voyage, with divers Incidents 
of it, are very fully fet forth by our Reverend E- 
ditor, by whom we are told, that Mr. 740mas 
Greaves, Brother of the above-mentioned, with the 
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Archbifhop’s Confent, fupplied the Avabick Lecture 
till Mr. Pocock’s Return. 

Upon our Profeflor’s Arrival at Conftantinople, he 
was kindly received by all the Hugi:/b, and efpecially 
by the Ambaffador, Sir Peter Wich, to whofe Fa- 
vour and Protection he was particularly recommend- 
ed by the Archbifhop. That very worthy Perfon 
not only entertained him at his Houle, but alfo al- 
lowed him there all the Liberties he could defire, 
both for himfelf and his Friends: And doubtlefs 
was not wanting to afford any Affiftance he could 
ceive him in his learned Defigns, | 

Being fettled at Conftantinople, or rather near it, 
at Pera or Galata, on the other Side the Water, 
where the Engli/h and other Merchants ufually re- 
fided, he made it his firft Bufinefs to inquire out 
and obtain the Converfation of fome learned Turk, 
that might affift him in acquiring both Books and 
Languages. But fuch a one was, it feems, a Rari- 
ty, which even the Adetropolis of the Turkifo Em- 
pire would not prefently afford him; as he com- 
plains in one of his Letters, 

But here however he had a Happineis, that he for- 
metly fought for in vain at 4/eppo,which was, the So- 
ciety of feveral ews, who were both learned and ci- 
vil, and who did him confiderable Services, in buy- 
ing and trantcribing Books, for which he very well 
paid them. That which he above a]l valued, was, 
an intimate Acquaintance he there had with Facobo 
Remano, the Author of an Audiuarium to Buxtorf’s 
Bibliotheca Rabbinica, and one.of the moft learned 
‘Yewws Of his Time. This was a candid and ju- 
dicious Perfon, and very frank in his Conver- 
lation. EYe had carefully read over feveral Chrifti- 
ait Books, both of Popifh and Proteffant Authors ; 
particularly, among thofe of the latter, Ca/vin’s Si- 
fiitetions 3 and he would often declare to Mr. Po- 
cock, that the Reformed were of a Religion which 
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was very confiftent, and held fuch Doétrines, as 
agreed with the Principles they owned, namely, the 
Writings of the New Teffament : Whereas the Pa- 
pifts, in many Inftances, were at war with them. 
felves, and pretended to obferve a Rule which they 
would yet very frequently contradict. 

Amongft the Grecian Chriftians at Con/tantinople, 
there were feveral Perfons, who were ufeful to him 
in his Defigns. Among thefe the Precedence is moft 
juftly due to that great Man, Cyrillus Lucari, Pa- 
triarch of that See, a moft reverend, grave, and 


learned Prelate. He was ot a Genius much above. 


the flavifh Condition of his Country, and laboured, 
with a mighty Courage and Induftry, to promote 
the common Caufe of Chriftianity, and the particu- 
Jar Advantages of the Church under his Care, not- 
withftanding all the Malice and Barbarity that op- 
preffed him. He had collected a very excellent Li- 
brary, furnifhing it with all the choice MSS. which 
thofe Parts afforded, efpecially in the Greek Lan- 
guage. A Specimen of the Trealures of this kind, 
in his Poffeffion, he had given the World in that 
Book of ineftimable Value, brought with him from 
Alexandria, of which he had been formerly Pa- 
triarch, and fent asa Prefent to his Majelty of Eng- 
land, King Charles I. viz. the Septuagint’s Yranfla- 
tion of the Old Teffament, and Greek Vext of the 
New, written, as he believed, by the Hand of Tie- 
cla, a noble Egyptian Woman, near fourteen hun- 
dred Years ago; at the End of which AZS. is alfo 
the admirable Epiftie of St. Clemens Romanits tothe 
Corinthians, as old asfome Parts of the New Te/ta- 
ment itfelf, and anciently read in Churches, but in 
vain fought for by the learned of Ezrope, for many 
Ages. 

But Mr. Pocock enjoyed not long the Comfort and 
Ufe of this moft reverend and learned Man’s Fa- 
vour. For, before he had been a full Year at Con- 
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frantinople, the good old Patriarch, being caught in 
the Snares his Enemies had Jaid for him, was hurri- 
ed to a Crown of Martyrdom. Mr. Twells’s Nar- 
rative of the Occafion and Circumftances of his 
Death, is chiefly taken from a Letter of Mr. Po- 
cock’s, written to Mr. Thomas Greaves, in the Year 
1659, to fatisfy the Defire of Dr. Morton, Bifhop 
of Durham. The Subftance of it is as follows. 
Cyril’s boldly afferting the Doctrines of genuine 
Chriftianity, in Oppofition to the Corruptions of 
Rome, expofed him to the Rage of the 7e/uits. 
Several of which Order, at Conftantinople, under 
the Protection of the Frexch Ambafiador, continual- 
ly perfecuted him almoft twenty Years. They had 
more than once gotten him depofed ; they had alfo 
caufed him to be banifhed; and to obtain their 
wicked Purpofes, did not fcruple to do what any 
pretending to the Name of Chrift might have been 
utterly afhamed of: Reprefenting the Arguments he 
made ufe of, for the Divinity of Chrift, againft 
Fews and Infidels, as Blafphemy againft Mahomet ; 
and the Greek Prefs which he had provided to print 
Catechifms, and other good Books, for his Flock, 
as a feditious Defign againft the Government. But 
by the Intereft of Sir Thomas Roe, and afterwards 
Sir Peter Wich, and the Dutch Refident, who hear- 
tily efpoufed his Caufe, he not only for fome time 
efcaped the Malice of thofe Men, but obtain- 
ed fuch an Intereft in the prime Vizier, as feem- 
ed a fufficient Fence againft all future Trouble. 
However, thefe Wretches at length prevailed. For 
taking the Opportunity of the Vizier’s Abfence, 
they procured a favourite Bafbaw to infinuate to 
tie Grand Segnior, Sultan Morad, the great Danger 
his Empire was in, from the Patriarch, a popu- 
lar Man, of a vaft Intereft, and that kept up, as 
this Informer pretended to be well affured, a clofe 
Correfpondence with Chriflian Princes. This fuc- 
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ceeded according to their Hopes, and an Order was 
immediately obtained for taking away his Life. Ac- 
cordingly a Crew of Fanizaries, feizing him in his 
Palace, hurried him to Sea, as if for another Ba- 
nifhment; where, in a Boat, amidft the moft de- 
vout Prayers to Almighty God, they reviled, buf- 
feted, and then ftrangled him. 

As this venerable Man was thus murdered on the 
Water ; fo a little time after, there was too much 
Reafon to conclude, that the choice MSS. of his Li- 
brary were {wallowed up by it. The Dutch Relident 
had found the Means to obtain them. To fecure which 
againft the Endeavours of the new Patriarch, who 
began to make a diligent Inquiry after them, he 
fent them away by a Ship then returning to Holland. 
And tho’ that Veffel arrived fafely at the intended 
Harbour, the very next Day, by the Violence of an 
extraordiaary Storm, it funk there among many 
others, and the Cargo with ic. 

Cyril having had a great Efteem for Mr. Pocock, 
it cannot be doubted but his Domefticks had the like. 
This was particularly true of Nathanael Canopius, 
his Protofyncellus, a Cretan born, as was alfo the 
old Patriarch, and of equal good Inclinations to- 
wards the Englifh Church. This Perfon had re- 
folved to fpend fome Time in England, there to 
improve himfelf in feveral kinds of Learning. And 
upon the Death of Cyri/, what before was Matter 
ot Choice, became neceflary, to avoid the fame 
Ufage he had met with. He therefore, as foon as 
he poffibly could, cameinto this Kingdom, where 
Archbifhop Laud received him with a great deal of 
Kindnefs at London, then fent him to Balicl College 
in Oxford, and there allowed him a comfortable 
Maintenance. Some time after, he was removed 
trom Baliol, and became one of the Petty-Canons 
of Chrifi-Church; and living there feveral Years 
after Mr. Pocock cane back from his Travels, he 
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met with fuitable Returns from him, forthe Kindnefs 
he had fhewn him at Conffantinople. He tarried at 
Oxford till the Beginning of November 1648, when 
he was ejected from his Preferment at Chriff Church. 
Then he went into Holland, where he became fo re- 
duced, that he was forced, in a Latin Addrefs, to 
petition the States for the Expence of his Paflage 
home, and the Carriage of his Books. After his 
Return he was made Bifhop of Smyrna 3 but what 
afterwards betel] him our Editor knows not. 

Divers others are mentioned by Mr. T wells, with 
whom Mr. Pecockeuitivated a Friendfhip at Conftanti- 
wopic, and who were of great Service to him in his 
grind Affair, which was that of purchafing curious 
Books and MS 3’. The chief of theic wereMr. William 
Corderoy and Mr. Richard Hill, English Merchants, 
By the Diligence of thefe he got the Perfian Gof- 
pels, which proved afterwards of good Ufe in the 
Edition of the Exeli/h Polyglott Bible. Neither are 
the Patriarch of Axiiech, and his Brother, ftiled 
Thaize the Scribe, to be forgotten. The former 
undertook to procure for him as many of the Books 
of Eph. em, in the original Syria.k, as were to be 
had in that Country, in order to their being tran- 
fcribed. And the latter, who wrote a very fair 
Character, and was very diligent in tranfcribing 
both Syriack and Arabick Books, engaged to furnifh 
him with true Copies of all the Parts, that were to 
be found, of that Father’s Works, Several of thefe 
were fent to him at Conffantinople, by the Care of 
Mr. Fi:i/, which, Mr. Zwells fuppofes, are now 
among his other A/SS. in the Bodleian Library. 
The reft were prevented by the Death of the Pa. 
triavch, Befides thefe, his Zurkifb and Arabian 
Friends at Aleppo, gave him all the Affiftance they 
could; particularly his old Sheich, who was tran- 


fported when he heard of his being again in the 
Fatt; 
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Eaft ; and made a Journey from //eppo to the Porte, 
merely to fee him. 

Befides the Society of fuch learned Men as Con- 
ftantinople ittelf afforded, Mr. Pocock had that of 
fome who came from other Places. Among thefe 
was Chriftianus Ravius, a German, and Brother to 
Foannes Ravius, a Teacher of drabick for fome 
time at Urrecht. He defigning to go into the Le- 
vant, for his Improvement in the Languages of it, 
and to collect Books, Gerrard Vofius recommended 
him directly to Mr. Pocock, and defired Archbifhop 
Laud to do the fame, And happy was it tor Ra- 
. vius, that he brought to Conftantinople this Jatt Re- 
commendation. For, as Mr. Pocock informed his 
Grace, by Letter, ** He came thither, without 
¢ either Clothes befitting him (of which he had 
been robbed in France) or Money, or Letters of 
Credit to any Merchant. He had Letters of Re- 
commendation from fome of the States to the 
Dutch Ambaffador, who was departed before 
his Arrival. Sir Sackvil Crow, the Englifh Am- 
«* baffador, finding that he brought the Archbi- 
«© fhop’s Recommendation, generoufly took him 
into his Houfe and Protection, and gave him all 
due Furtherance ; requiring of him that, it Oc- 
cafion fo prefent itfelf, England may enjoy the 
Benefit of what Time he fhall here employ, in 
«¢ the Study of the Eattern Tongues.” Ravius af- 
terwards returned with a Colleétion of four hundred 
MSS. in feveral Languages (a Catalogue of which 
was printed at Leyden) and became of fome Tame 
in the World for Eaftern Learning. 

But of all the learned Men that did, or could 
come to Conftantinople, no one was fo welcome to 
Mr. Pocock as Mr. ‘fobn Greaves, who arrived at 
the Perte trom Jtaly in December 1637. Having 
been recommended, as well as Mr. Pocock, to the 
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ception. Befides the Inquiries he was concerned in, 
as an Antiquary, a natural Philofopher, and a Ma- 
thematician, his Endeavours were much the fame 
with Mr. Pocock’s inthe Matter of Languages and 
MSS. The Tongues which he now aimed at ac- 
quiring were the 4rabick and Perfian; and with 
what Succefs, his immortal Writings have fuffici- | 
ently difcovered; and as he was unwearied in | 
fearching after rare and curious Books, fo he fpared 
no Coft in the purchafe of them. He continued at 
Conftantinople till the latter End of Auguft, 1638. 
when he fet out for Alexandria, where (fpending 
fome little Time by the Way, in the Ifle of Rhodes) 
he arrived about the Middle of Ofober. 

Mr. Pocock having now the whole Bufinefs of 
procuring Books at Con/fantinople in his Hands, was 
very diligent in ferving Mr. Greaves as_ well as 
himfelf. And fome time after, he found Caufe for 
being more fo in both refpeéts, hearing from him of 
the ill Succefs of his Endeavours this way in Egypr. 
For Mr. Greaves affured him, that notwithftanding all 
the Search he had made after MSS. for himfelf and 
him, both at dlexandria and Cairo, he could find, 
befides common things, nothing but a few old Papers, 
or rotten aid imperfett Books. We prefied him 
therefore to do his utmoft, for fupplying this De- 
fect, at the Place where he now was, being, as he 
found by Experience, the Sea into which all the 
leffer Rivers bad emptied themfelves, all Books of any 
Falue, in other Parts, having been taken up and 
brought to the Porte. 

Belides the Directions Mr. Greaves had left with 
Mr. Pocock at Conffantineple, when he went thence, 
he now alfo fent him a further Account of fuch 
MSS. as he moft defired to have. Very folicitous 
iy he was for the 4fronomical, and other Works of that 
! Indian Prince, Ulug Beg, Nephew to Tamerlane the 
Great. He was not lefs earneft for the capers 
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of Abulfeda, Prince of Hamah, an Arabick Wri- 
ter. The Alcoran he defired, not only in the origi- 
nal Arabick, but alfo in Turkifh and Perfian, with 
fuch Gloffes and Commentaries relating to it as could 
be found. Alfo Avicenna de Anima, or any other 
Part of him, that was to be had in Perfian; 4] 
Battany, the Plani/phere and Geography of Ptolomy, 
Guliftan in’ Arabick, and Mircondus in Perfian. He 
likewife requefted Mr. Pocogt, as he knew his Stu- 
dies, and what would be of Ufe to them, to get for 
him all the M4SS, he fhould think fit for him, in Per- 
fian, Turkifo, and Arabick, efpecially thofe relat- 
ing to Hiftory, Philofophy, Phyfick, Chymifiry, Al- 
gebra and Mathematicks. And as for Mathematici- 
ans, that he would carefully remember to inquire 
after the Ancients, that have been tranflated out of 
Greek, and either are not yet extant in Eyrope, or 
elfe imperfeétly publifhed. | 
Mr. Pocock’s Commiffion from the Archbifbop was 
more general. He left it to his own Difcretion, to 
procure fuch Books in the Ea/tern, or other learned 
Languages, as he fhould judge proper for an Uni- 
verfity Library. But in April, 4.D. 1638, at the 
Motion of rchbifbop Usher, he recommended to 
him a more particular Method. *‘* The Primate, 
<¢ fays he,”’ ina Letter of the Date laft mentioned, 
¢ is perfuaded that the Patriarch Cyril can procure 
“© Clemens Alexandrinus’s Hypotypofes. It were won- 
derful well worth the getting, if it might be had. 
‘¢ But, for my ownPart, I do not think the Pa- 
‘“¢ triarch hath it. Yet you may try and hearken 
after it, that I may be able to give the Primate 
the better Satisfaction. The Primate writes fur- 
ther to me, that Greece having been often gleaned 
the likelieft Way left for good Greek MSS. is, 
for you to ftrike over, from the Place where you 
are, to Nafolia, and fee what that and Mount 
© Athos will afford you,” In anfwer to this, Mr. 
Pocock 
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Pocock writes, Aug. 18, giving an Account of Cy- 
ril’s unfortunate Death, which prevented his apply- 
ing to him for the Hypotypofes of Clement. He 
gives alfo the Archbifhop an Account of all the 
Greek Books at Mount Athos; wherein the Patri- 
arch of Alexandria feems to have promifed his Afif- 
tance ; but he was hindred from doing what he in- 
tended, and moreover in Danger, for not confent- 
ing to anathematize good old Cyri/. It appears, 
from the Courfe of the Correfpondence, that the 
Patriarch of Alexandria, in the end, loft his Life, 
and, as was fuppofed, thro’ the Contrivance of the 
new Patriarch of Conftantinople, who had ferv’d 
his own Predeceffor {fo before. 

And now Mr. Twells returns to Mr. Greaves, 
and lets us know a little further, how he employed 
himfelf in Egypt, and what other Requefts he fent 
thence to Mr. Pocock. He was now travelling in 
that Country with Defigns as great as thofe of Py- 
thagoras, Plato, ot any of the ancient Greek Phi- 
Iofophers, who went thither in the Search of Know- 
ledsxe: And as his Methods of atraining it were far 
exacter chan their’s, fo his Induftry was indefati- 
gable. He collected an infinite :.'afs and Variety 
of Hieroglyphicks ; confidered all the Rarities he 
met with in Architecture; took a moft accurate 
Account of all the \ionuments of Antiquity, and 
the feveral Infcriptions he found ; and diligently 
inquired into all the Works of Nature, which feem 
rare and wonderful. Twice he went from Alex- 
andria to Cairo, and both times meafured the three 
tamous Pyramids near that Place, and that with an 
Exactnefs incomparably beyond whatever had been 
attempted there before: And as he afcended by the 
Degrees on thé Outfide, to the Top of the greateft 
Pyramid, fo, by the narrow Paffage on the North- 
fide of it, he entered to its very Centre; where 
taking, with the utmoft Nicenefs, all the Dimenfions 
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of the fpacious Marbie Chamber, in the Midft of 
which is the Tomb of Cheops, or Chemnis, the fup- 
pofed Founder, he fixed a Standard for adjufting 
Meafures to all Pofterity. He travelled many Miles 
in the Libyan Defarts, partly to view the feveral 
Pyramids that ftand there, but chiefly to fee the 
Mummies, all the Circumftances of which he very 
carefully and nicely examined. And as fuch Re- 
fearches were his Bufinefs by Day, fo, when the 
Weather proved clear, he allowed himfelf very little 
Sleep at Night, making accurate Obtervations, 
wherever he came, of many Phenomena in the 
Heavens, efpecially fuch as were ferviceable to rec- 
tify Geography, by giving the true Longitude and La- 
titude of Places. In one of his Journeys from 
Cairo to Alexandria, he fell into the Hands of the 
Arabs, who, among other Things, robbed him of 
a fair Manufcript ot Euclid in Arabick, with Vow- 

els: Thishappened to him in Fanuary, 1638-9. 
Of thefe Employments in Lgypt Mr. Greaves 
gave Mr. Pocockan Account, and prayed his Affif- 
tance in fome Matters of the like Nature to be tranf- 
a€ted at Conffantinople; fuch as procuring for 
him feveral Obfervations, efpecially of Eclipfes, 
which were to be made by Dr. Cerigo at Galata, 
by a Ragu/a Doctor, ‘who went with the Army to 
Bagdat, and by acertain Con/ful of his Acquaintance 
at Smyrna: confulting a Manufcript, not to be 
bought, in the Hands of Signior Dominico, con- 
cerning the Typography of Egypt; and trantcribing 
thence feveral Things, particularly fuch as related 
to the Feddanes, which is the Meafure by which that 
Country is divided. Moreover, he recommended 
to his particular Care, fome Marbles having Jn- 
fcriptions, to be conveyed to England; and alfo in- 
treated him to note fome Things which he had o- 
mitted informing himfelf about when he was at Con- 
fantinople, viz. concerning the Compofition of om 
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Ink, the Turkifo Way of writing, their Manner of let- 
ting Houfes, and making Contracts. Laftly, he defi- 
red Mr. Pocock, if he could poffibly, to meafure 
the Weft-end of S. Sophia very exactly, with a very 
fine fmall Wire of Bra/s or /ron. 

Mr. Pocock’s Friends, about this Time, viz. 
1639, began to prefs his returning home; the Arch- 
bifhop alfo, in many fucceffive Letters, had been 
quickening him in this Refpect: In one, dated 
March 4, 1639-40, he fays, ** I am now going to 
“ fertle my Arabick Lecture for ever upon the Uni- 
‘«< yerfity, and I would have your Name in the 
«¢ Deed, which is the bef Honour I can do for the 
<< Service.” Mr. Pocock excufed himfelf for fome 
time, as waiting the Coming of his old Arad from 
Aleppo, writing, that he purpofed to fet forward for 
England the following Summer ; and with this, the 
Archbifhop, refted fatisfied. Mr. Pocock was no 
worfe than his Word, for in Augu/f, 1640, he em- 
barked ont board the Margaret for England, after 
near four Years Stay at Conftantinople, which had coft 
him between five and fix hundred Pounds. 

He did not return home entirely by Sea, but 
made his Waythro’ Part of Jtaly and France. 
A little after Chrifimas he got to Paris, where, 
doubtlefs, he converfed with divers eminent Men, 
tho’ no Account is to be met with, of any Conference 
he had with more than two: One of thefe was Ga- 
briel Sionita, the famous Maronite, who then refi- 
ded at that Place, with whom he had much Difcourfe 
about Oriental Learning; the other was the moft 
celebrated Grotius, then Ambaffador at the Court of 
France, from the Crown of Sweden; to whom he 
could not but be very acceptable, as a Perfon de- 
voted to, and much efteemed by the A/rchbifhop of 
Canterbury, for whom Grotius had the higheft Ve- 
neration. 

Ina fhort time, Mr. Pocock left Paris, and arri- 


ved in England, where taking Loudon in his Way to 
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Oxford, he found what he had heard feveral Re- 
ports of before, namely, a great Change of Affairs 
fince he left the Nation, anda fad Face of Things. * 
His illuftrious Patron, the Archbifhop, was jutt 
committed to the Tower: Here he paid him his 
humble but melancholy Refpects, and, in his Turn, 
was received by his Grace with many Expreffions 
of a very great Efteem, and a moft hearty Kind- 
nefs, thanking him for the Pains he had been at, in 
procuring fo many curious AZSS. for him in the 
Eaft, and for the feveral Accounts of Things, which 
from Time to Time he had fent him thence: Affu- 
ring him, that he had firmly purpofed to make a 
juft Acknowledgment of all, by fome confiderable 
Preferment on his Return; and that the Impoffi- 
bility of doing it, which he was now reduced to, 
was fuch an Addition to his other Afflictions, as 
very fenfibly touched him. 

This Office of Duty being over, Mr. Pocock, 
deeply affected with the forrowful Circumftances of 
his noble and generous Benefactor, haftened away to 
Oxford, there to footh his Grief, and hoping to enjoy 
fome Tranquillity. tere he shad the Satistaction to 
find, that his 4rabick Leéture would no longer de- 
pend onthe Uncertainties of an aged Life, purfued 
too by the moft induftrious Malice, as the noble 
Founder’s now was, being fettled to Perpetuity : For 
the good Archbifbop, forefeeing the Storm that was 
about to fall upon himfelf, had lately fent a Grant to 
that Univer/ity, ofabouta fifth Part of his Lands ly- 


* This is the Opening of a very black and difmal Scene, on 
which our Reverend Ediror has chofen to expatiate very copi- 
oufly ; fetting forth the Troubles in which Archbifhop Laud was 
then involv’d, and likewife the Vexations Dr. Pocock himielf af- 
terwards underwent, thro’ the Hypocrify and Injuitice of thole 
Times. But having to do with the Archbifhop in this Abttrad, 
only as a Patron of Dr. Pocock, and with the Doétor, merely as 
a Man of Letters, I fhall pafs by every thing relating to either, 
purely in their Political or Ecclefiaitical Characters. 
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ing in Bray, within the County of Berks, for the 
Maintenance of this Lecture for ever. The In- 
ftrument bore Date Fune 6, inthe 16th of Charles J, 
1640, and was regiftered in Chancery the 18th of 
the fame Month. The Grant was not direét, but 
conveyed thro? the Hands of two Truftees, jz, 
Adam Forte/cue and William Dell, both of Lambeth, 
Efquires. “And, as Mr. 7wells fuppofes, the Rea- 
fon of conftituting this Truft was, that the Grane 
running Zo the Chancellor, &c. the Archbifhop, who 
was then Chancellor, muft otherwife have granted 
to himfelf, The Truftees devifed the Lands above- 
mentioned to the Univerfity of Oxford, Fune 13, 
1640. 

On the fixth of November following, the muni- 
ficent Archbifhop made a noble Prefent of MSS. to 
the Univerfity of Oxford ; fix of which were He- 
brew, eleven Greek, thirty-four Arabick, twenty- 
one Latin, two Jtalick, and two Englifh; befides 
five Perfick, one of which, written in a very large 
Folio, contained the Hiftory of the World, from 
the Creation, to the End of the Saracenick Empire ; 
in all, eighty-one. 

Mr. Pocock, now at Oxford, applied himfelf, 
with as much Chearfulnefs as thofe gloomy Times 
would admit of, not only to the Duties of his Lec- 
ture, but to feveral other Defigns in Arabick and 
Rabbinical Learning. —— That which was moft 
likely to leffen his Diligence in preparing any thing 
for the publick View, was that Diffidence of him- 
felf, and his own Labours, which his great Modefty 
and Humility ftill fuggefted to him; whereby he 
was, upon all Occafions, very prone to fancy, that 
none of his Performances could be of Value and 
Ulefulnefs enough, to juftify the Publication of them, 
However, upon the earneft Requeit of his Friends, 
and the Reprefentations they made to him of the 
Services he was capable of, he was contented to pro- 
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ceed, and he now laid the Foundations of feveral 
very confiderable Works, 

This Year, viz. 1641, a Correfpondence began 
between him and two learned Men, Facobus Alting, 
a Foreigner, then in England, and Mr. Fobn Sel: 
den. ‘The latter was at this Time preparing for the 
Prefs fome little Part of Eutychius’s Annals, in La- 
tinand Arabick, which he publifhed the Year fol- 
lowing, under the Title of Origines Alexandrine 5 
and on this Account he wanted Mr. Pocock’s Affil- 
tance in collating, and extracting from Jradick 
Books at Oxford. The Occafion Mr. Selden had 
for his Services, then and afterwards, produced a 
Friendfhip, that proved of fingular Ufe to him on 
feveral urgent Affairs, as our Reverend Editor. 
fhews in the Courfe of his Story. The enfuing 
Year added another very learned Correfpondent to 
the afore-mentioned, which was Yoh Henry Hottin- 
gers of Zurich, who, a little before, had feen and 
known Mr. Pocock in England. He was then trani- 
lating the Chronicon Samaritanum, which he brought 
out of Helland, and fhewed to Primate U/fher here, 
who then preffed him to render it into Latiz, It 
appears alfo from /Zottinger’s Letters, that he was 
excited to turn the He/vetick Confeffion into Arabick, 
by hearing from Grotius, at Paris, that Mr. Pocock 
had done the fame by his Book, De Veritate Re- 
ligionis Chriftiane , and thereupon he earneftly begs 
Directions for that Work. 

The War which broke out this Year, viz. 1642, 
interrupted all Correfpondence between him and 
the Learned, both of our own and other Na- 
tions ; and alfo made Oxford itfelf an improper 
Place for Study. Its ancient Quict was now loft, 
and nothing to be heard there, but the Noife of 
Arms and armed Men. The military Circum- 
{tances of the Univerfity, of which Mr. T7we//s has 
given fome Account, fuffered Mr. Pocock to make 


oy 











i 








422 The Works of the LEARNED. Art. 29. 


but {mall Advances in the Defigns he had underta- 
ken: And in a fhort time, his Mind was ftill more 
diverted to other Matters. For in the Year 1643, the 
Reétory of Childry, a Living of a very good Value, 
in the County of Berks, becoming vacant, he was 
prefented to it by the Prefident and Fellows of Cor- 
pus-Chrifti College, the Patrons of it. As this was 
an Evidence of the Efteem, which this learned So- 
ciety had for their worthy Member, io it could not 
but be very agreeable to his Inclinations: For Chil- 
dry being about 12 Miles from Oxford, he could 
conveniently live upon his Parfonage, performing 
the Duties he was obliged to there, and yet at the 
proper Times repair to the Univerfity, and read his 
Leétures: Tho’, indeed, at prefent, there was no 
Room at all for fuch Exercifes; the Heads of thofe 
who were to frequent them, being filled with the 
Thoughts of other Matters, and the publick Schools 
taken up for Provifions and warlike Stores, 

We are now come to the third Section of Mr. 
Pocock’s Memoirs. At the Beginning, Mr. Tzweils 
gives a Character of the good Man’s Behaviour 
as a Country Clergyman, among his Parifhioners 
at Childry, both in the Pulpit and out of it. So 
excellent a Minifter as he is there reprefented, one 
would think, fhould have met with much Efteem, 
and all imaginable good Ufage from his whole Pa- 
rifh ; but the Matter, as Mr. Zwells has fhewn 
further on, was quite otherwife. The People being 
almoft altogether of the Puritanical Stamp, which 
was entirely the reverfe of that of their Parfon, 
was the Caufe of his undergoing abundance of Vex- 
ation. But this is a Subject which I have refolved 
to avoid in this Abftract, and therefore, paffing 
over the ill Ufage he met wich from fome of his 
own Flock, the Struggles he had with the Parlia- 
ment, after the Death of Archbifhop Laad, about 
the Endowment of his rabick Leéture, and the 
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manifold Perfecutions he underwent, by reafon of 
his known Attachment to the Royal Caufe; of all 
which Mr. 7wel/s has given a very full and cir- 
cumftantial Hiftory. I will confine mylelf to fuch | 
Paffages of his Life only, falling within this Period 
as relate to Literature. 

Accordingly, I am now to take notice, that Dr. 
Morris, the Hebrew Profeffor at Oxford, dying of 
a Fever, March 27, 1648, the King, who was 
then a Prifoner in the //fle of Wight, having a full 
Knowledge of Mr. Pocock’s Sufficiency, and_ being 
alfo moved thereto, by Dr. She/don and Dr. Ham- 
mond, nominated him for the Hebrew Lefure thus 
vacant, and for the Canoury of Chrift-Church an- 
nexed to it; but he was not conftituted by Patent, 
the King then not having the Great Sva/ in his 
Power. About this Time, likewife, Dr. Payne, 
Canon of the fame Church, was turn’d out by an 
Order of the Committee. And on the feventh of 
April enfuing, the Committee having refolved, that 
an Anfwer, to fomewhat, put in by the Dean of 
Chrift-Church, Dr. Fell, and others the Prebends, 
whofe Hands were fubfcribed to it, was an high Con- 
tempt of the Authority of Parliament ; and, “ that, for 
<* aneffectual Remedy thereof, the faid Perfons, who 
‘© fubfcribed their Names to the faid Anfwer, be 
‘© forthwith removed from their faid Places,” Then 
the Order immediately proceeds: ** This Comittee 
‘¢ being informed, that Dr. Morris, one of the faid 
“© Prebends, and Hebrew Lefurer of the Univer/ity, 
‘¢ is lately deceafed, whofe Hand is fubfcribed to 
¢ the faid Anfwer, do order that Mr. Pocock be 
“ Hebrew Lecturer of the Univerfity, in the Place 
¢ of the faid Dr. Morris, deceafed, and fhall re- 
‘ ceive all Profits and Dues belonging to the faid 
Place. And further, orders, that the faid Mr. 
© Pocock be, and hereby he is, conftituted and elta- 
blithed a Collegiate Prebend of Chrift-Church, 
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<¢ in the place of Dr. Payne, removed from his 
se Prebend’s Place by aformer Order of this Coa. 
<< mittee, 8c.” It might feem, as Mr. Twells fays, 
a matter of Difficulty, at this Diftance, to givea 
full Account, how Mr. Pocock came to meet with 
fuch diftinguifhing Favour at that Time from 
them, who feemed to have fo little Regard, either 
to Learning or Goodne/s, in others of his Principles, 
But it has been difcovered to be chiefly owing to 
the aétive Kindnefs of an eminent Member of that 
Committee, namely, Mr. ohn Selden, his hearty 
and conftant Benefactor, who did all that he poffi- 
bly could, both to preferve his particular Friends 
in Oxford from the Dangers that then threatened 
them, and in behalf of the Univerfity in general. 

On the 6th of une following, the Committee 
iffued an Order to the Vifitors, to put him in pof- 
feffion of Dr. Payne’s Lodgings at Chrift-Church ; 
which was done accordingly. How he relifhed the 
manner of his coming into this Preferment, we can- 
not fay with Certainty; but from the Letters of his 
Friends, at that Time, it fhould feemase if he had 
fome Scruple on that Head. This we are fure 
of, that he had not the Canonry along with it, which 
King Charles had annexed thereunto, and which his 
Predeceffor, Dr. Morris, enjoyed therewith. 
He complained to his Friends above, of the Injury 
thereby done to him, and the Profefforfhip ; but 
to no Purpofe. Mr. Twells has furnifhed us with 
an ample Account of this Affair. 

Tho’ the Troubles Mr. Pocock endurcd for fevera] 
Years together, of which Mr. Twells, as I faid, 
has fully informed us, were a fufficient Employment 
for his Thoughts, they did not, however, difcou- 
rage him from going on, atthe fame Time, with 
a learned Work, which was publifhed at Oxford in 
the latter End of the Year 1649: This was his Spe- 
cimen Hiftorie Arabum, containing a fhort Dil- 
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courfe, in Arabick, with his Latin Tranfation of 
it, and his large and very uleful Notes on it. The 
Difcourfe itfelt is taken out of the General Hiftory 
of Gregorius Abul-Farajius, being his Introduétion to 
his ninth Dynaffy ; where, as he was about to treat of 
the Empire of the Saracens, or Arabians, he gives 
a compendious Account of that People before Ma- 
bomet, as allo of that Jmpoftor himfelf, his Reli- 
gion, and the different Seéts into which it was di- 
vided: And Mr. Pocock’s Notes thereon comprile a 
great Variety of Things relating to thofe Matters, 
out of more than an hundred Arabick MSS. a Ca- 

talogue of which he adds at the End of his Book. 
To give an Idea of fome of the chief Things con- 
tain’d in thefe Notes: Having fhewn in them, for 
what Reafons thofe People were called radians and 
Saracens, he firft fets down fome of the moft con- 
fiderable Matters, that were to be met with con- 
cerning their moft ancient Zribes ; and then pro- 
ceeding to thofe Times, the Hiftory of which 
is of greater Certainty, he notes the feveral King- 
doms into which they had been divided 5 mention- 
ing the Kings in each, that were any way famous, 
and the particular Tranfactions for which they were 
remarkable. Coming to treat of the Cuftoms, 
both of thofe Arabians which led a wandering Life, 
moving from Place to Place, as Pafturage or Ra- 
pine invited them, and of thofe who dweit in Vil- 
lages and Towns, he begins with a pretty large 
Account of their Gods, and idolatrous Worfhip, 
particularly of their Caaba, or Temple at Akecca ; 
of the black Stone in one of the Corners of it, highly 
venerated ; and of fome other things taken atterwards 
by Mabomet, as thele two were, into his new Re- 
ligion. And then he proceeds to the Learning they 
had among them in thote Days, which was chiefly 
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made up of Skil/ in their own Language, Poetry, O- 
ratory, and a little Smattering of Afronomy: Un- 
der thefe laft Heads he treats of the Dialect of 
Hamyar long fince loft, which he gueffes, froma 
tew Words of it yet remaining, to have had much 
moreAgreement with the Hebrew Language, at leaft 
with the Syriack, than the Dialeé of the Korafbites, 
which ftill continues. He fhews the vaft Extent of 
this Tongue, which is, indeed, to be wonder’d at, 
fince Letters were but of very late Ufe amongtt 
them, being, as he obferves, firft invented by Ma- 
vomer, the Son of Morra, a few Years before Ma- 
homet. But the Prefervation of it, as alfo of their 
ancient Hiftory, he believed to be the Effect of their 
Poetry: For it was a Cuftom amongft them, for 
many Ages, to throw all remarkable Things into 
Verfes, which being carefully learnt, fupplied the 
Place of Books. Of their Oratory, he fhews they 
had a great Opinion, and, indeed, notwithftanding 
their want of Letters, it was not contemptible, For 
fome of them, by much Practice, would arrive at 
fuch a Way of making Speeches on any Occafion of 
Moment, as was very prevailing with the People. 
But as for their Skill in the Stars, he obferves, that 
it was not for any Ends of ufeful Knowledge, but 
fome fuperftitious and foolifh Purpofes: For, as 
the Chaldeans introduced a Way of divining by the 
Planets, fo the Arabians and Indians pretended to 
do the like by the fixed Stars. 

The Things here mentioned, and more which 
are omitted, relateto the 4radians intheir State of 
Iznvrvance, tor fo they call the Times before Maho- 
met. Mr. Pocock’s next Work in thefe Notes, 1s, 
to give fome Account of that Impoffor, whofe true 
Name was Mohammed, and of the mighty Change 
which he made in the Opinions and Affairs of that 
People. Keeping, therefore, to the Text of bul- 
Farajizs, he trom thence takes Occafion to fpeak 
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of the feigned Prophecy concerning his Birth; the 
Genealogy from J/bmael ; the Time when he was 
born; the Death of Abdallah, his Father ; his Mar- 
riage with Chadijab, and the Speech of Abu Taleb, 
his Uncle, on that Occafion ; his Flight trom Mecca 
to Medina; his changing the Keblah, or directing 
the Face in Prayer from Ferufalem to the Cazba; 
the Inftitution of the Faft in the Month Ramadan ; 
his Sicknefs, Death, and Burial. Having thus con- 
fidered the principal Paffages of A/ahomers Life, 
and remarked fome of thofe Things which are faid 
concerning his many Wives, and his Daughter Pha- 
tema, he fhews how fome of his Followers have 
attempted to juftify the new Religion he eftablifhed, 
both from the Teftimony of holy Scripture, and 
Pretences to feveral Miracles, efpecially that, which 
the falfe Prophet himfelf would have to be efteemed 
the greateft Miracle of all, the inimitable Elegancy 
of his Alcorau. He explains the Nature of that 
School Divinity, which hath been in great requeft 
amongft them, as alfo of that Knowledge or Skill 
in determining Controverfies about Right and 
Wrong, which gives the higheft Reputation of 
Learning to them that arrive at Perfection in it, and 
hath fome Refemblance, he fays, to the Study a- 
mongft us of the Civil and Canon Laws. Alcer a 
fhort View of the chief Points of their Religion, 
which have been fubjeét to Controverfy, he hath a 
great deal concerning the moft famous of their Sects. 
From whence it appears, that the Difputes about the 
Divine Attributes, Predetermination, God's Decrees, 
and fome other like Topicks, have been managed 
with the fame Warmth, and indeed Nicety, among 
them, as they have been among fome Chriftians, 
But that the Mabometan Faith might be diftinguifh- 
ed in the midft of the Explications of to many 
Parties, he fets down, out of 4/-Guzalius, a long 
Confeffion of that which is held for orthodox, in 
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the original 4rabick, with his own Latin Tranfla- 
tion of it. He gives particular Accounts of the 
four Perfons of greateft Fame amongft them for 
Knowledge in their Laws, each of them giving 
Name to a diftinét Seé&t or School of thofe that 
ftudy them. He fhews what their 4fonnab or Tra- 
dition is, and its Authority among them: He ex- 
plains the five fundamental Duties, which they are 
efpecially obliged to, being Cleanline/s, Prayers, 
Alms, Fafting, and Pilgrimage. And under this 
laft Duty, he mentions thofe Rites of it, which 
were required, they fay, as Inftances of their Obe- 
dience, without having in them any moral Good- 
nefs; fuch as their running feven times between 
Safa and Marwah; their going as often round the 
Caaba, and their throwing Stones into the Valley 
of Mena. He fpeaks of their Obfervation of Fri- 
day, as alfo of their Civcumcifion, Finally, he ex- 
plains divers ancient Cuftoms of the Arabians, for- 
bidden by Mahomet, as unworthy the Religion he 
eftablifhed, tho” he retained many that were not lefs 
ridiculous. 

And as he has thus, in thefe Notes, reprefented 
the genuine Opinions of the Mahometans, fo he has, 
on proper Occafions, impartially vindicated them 
from feveral groundlefs Imputations ; as particularly 
that Charge of Idolatry, brought againft them by 
Euthymius and fome other Greck Writers; and 
thofe filly Stories current in the Weffery Parts, of 
their Expectation of the Return of Mahomet ; of 
his Body being put into an Jroz Cheft, and fuf- 
pended by a Loadftone ; and of the Dove, that was 
taught by him to fly to his Zar, 

Further, he has, in thefe Notes, many critical Re- 
marks of great Ufe to thofe that ftudy the /rab 
Tongue: And he has alfo occafionally inferted many 
curious Things, which the Author he explained, 
did not directly lead him to. Thus he givesa De- 
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fcription of Mecca, out of Sharifol Edrefi; he 
explains the ancient Sadbit/m; he gives an Account 
of the Magi, who were very numerous, not only in 
Perfia and India, but in Arabia too: He confiders 
the State of Learning among the latter Arabians, as 
it had been advanced, firft by dbx Jaafar, and 
afterwards by A/mamon and fome following Empe- 
rors; and he feems to think, with Sir Henry Savil, 
that they hardly came behind the Greeks themfelves 
in ingenious Studies. . 

Soon after he had finifhed this curious Work, 
which ftill retains the Efteem of almoft all that are 
any way converfant in Oriental Learning, he appli- 
ed himfelf to prepare another very ufeful Book for 
the Prefs; and allo, inthe Year 1652, by the Im- 
portunity of Mr. Se/den, he fet aboutthe Tranflation 
of a large hiftorical Difcourfe; and in the very 
fame Year began to lend his Hand to one of the 
nobleft Defigns that ever was executed for the Ad- 
vancement of Religion and Learning, the Po/yglott 
Bible; but he received great and long Interruptions 
in all thefe glorious Projects, by new Troubles that 
befell him, before he had finifhed any one of them. 
The Detail of thefe Vexations, as Mr. Twel/s has 
digefted them into one continued Narrative, em- 
ploys at leaft fix Folio Pages. 

Towards the Clofe of this Year, he began 
his Tranflation of Maimonides’s Porta Mofis; 
of which more hereafter. The Year following, 
Mr. Abrabam Wheelock, Arabick Profeflor at Cam- 
bridge, was preparing his Edition of the Perfick 
Gofpels, being the firft of the kind, with a Laria 
Tranflation and Notes ; for the perfecting of which, 
Mr. Pocock lent him a MS. Copy {fo good, that 
Mr. Wheelock, in a Letter to him, proteffes, that 
had it not been for his Fear of oppreffing his Ama- 
nuenfis, he would, upon fight thereof, have began 


his Work again, 
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In the enfuing Year, 1652, Mr. Selden, in a Let- 
ter, of Apri] the r4th, mentionsto Mr. Pocock, that 
he had writtento Dr. Langbaine, touching a Prepara- 
tive for an Edition Arabico- Latinof Eutychius Alexan- 
drinus; adding, that whatever was neceflary to it, 
he would readily defray. ** I befeech you, con- 
<< tinues he, advife with him about it, and give us 
<¢ your Direction and Affiftance.” Mr. Selden went 
no further at this Time; but the 11th of the next 
Month, broke the Defign wholly to him, begging 
that he would tranflate Eutychius, and promi- 
fing him, upon his Credit, that it fhould be ad- 
vantageous to him in fome other way, fo as that the 
Time would not be mifpent: But of this alfo, more 
fhall be faid hereafter. This Year was further 
famous, in the Hiftory of Learning, for the firft Ap- 
pearance of a Defign, which did infinite Honour 
to our Church and Nation; I mean, the Edition 
of the Polglott Bible: A Work wherein, from 
the Beginning, fcarce a Step was taken, till com- 
municated to Mr. Pocock, and without whofe Afif- 
tance, it muft have wanted much of that Perfec- 
tion, which gives it a juft Preference to every other 
Performance of that kind. —This Year proved fatal 
to 2 moft excellent Scholar and exemplary Chriftian, 
Mr. ohn Greaves, Mr. Pocock’s moft intimate and 
generous Friend. 

Nothing elfe, except his Troubles before the Com- 
mittee already {poken of, kappened worthy of No- 
tice, either to Mr. Pocock or his Friends, till the 
latter End of November, 1654, when the learned 
Mr. Se/den departed this Life; of which Event 
Dr. Langbaine gave him notice from London, in 
the following Letter, dated Dec, 2. 


“FIR, 
<* I came here only time enough to fee and {peak 
6¢ with our good Friend, Mr. Se/dez, who died on 
“ Thurfday 
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“¢ Thurfday Night, about eight o’ Clock. He told 
me on Wednefday (then very weak) in the Hear- 
ing of one of his Executors, how he had diipo- 
‘¢ fed of his Imprefiion of Eutychius to you and 
*¢ myfelf. I mentioned to him, that he had often 
‘¢ fpoken of intended Notes ; and upon that he 
‘¢ gave Order, that all Letters or Notes concerning 
<< chat Author, fhould be delivered to us. Ail 
‘* other Papers of his own Hand he had before 
‘¢ peremptorily commanded to be burned. Yef- 
‘¢ terday [ had the Sight of fo much of his Will, 
<¢ as concerns the Univerfity. He has given to our 
‘¢ publick Library all his MSS. of the Oriental 
Tongues, and Greek, not otherwife particularly 
<¢ difpofed of, and all his Rabbinical and Talmudi- 
cal Books, which are not there already, or not 
“© of the fame Editions: Thefe to be taken out of 
“© his Library by you and myfelf. Jtem, All his 
*¢ Marbles, Statues, Heads, and Greek Pieces, to 
«© be conveyed to Oxford, at the Charge of his 
«¢ Executors, and there placed on the Walls of the 
« Library. The Executors are Juftice Hales, Mr. 
‘© Vaughan, Mr. Heywood, and Mr. ‘Feux; who 
defire that you would fpeedily repair hither, to 
“© view and felect what belongs to the Univerfi- 
‘ty, before his Library be otherwife meddled 
‘¢ with,” Ge. 


It was fome time in this Year, that the famous 
Golius, Arabick Profeffor of Leyden, publifhed his 
long expected Arabick Lexicon. He had been 
twice fent into the £a/ for his greater Improvement 
in that Language, and, perhaps, was the only Per- 
fon of that Age, who equalled our Profeflor in that 
Part of Literature. 

In the Year 1655, Mr. Pocock publifhed his 
Porta Mois, being fix Prefatory Dilcouries of Mo- 
ses Maimonides, which in the Original were Aradick, 

| exprels’d 
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exprefs’d in Hebrew Characters, together with his 
own Latin Tranflation of them, and a very large 
Appendix of mifcellaneous Notes. It was printed 
at Oxford; and as his Specimen Hiftorie Arabum, 
and a {mall Piece of his Friend Mr. ‘fobn Greaves, 
were the two firft things that came from the Arabick 
Prefs of that Place; fo this Porta Mo/fis was the 
Firft-fruits of the Hebrew Prefs there, the Letters of 
it having been, on the Requeft of Dr. Langbaine, 
founded at the Charge of the Univerfity, upon his 
engaging, that fomewhat of Mr. Pocock’s fhould be 
{peedily printed with them, Over and above the 
Ulefulnefs of thefe Tracts, confidered in themfelves, 
Mr. Pocock had this further Motive to.the Publi- 
cation of them, namely, the Advantage of thofe, 
who fhould addict themfelves to the Study of Ara- 
vick and Rabbinical Learning. For there being 
many valuable Fewifh MSS. written thus in the 
Arab Tongue, but with Hebrew Letters, he was 
willing to affift them with this Specimen of that way 
of Writing. The mifcellaneous Notes, which Mr. 
Pocock added to thefe Tracts, are of great Service 
to fhew, how much the Knowledge of rabick and 
Rabbinical Learning will contribute towards the find- 
ing out the genuine Senfe of many difficult Places of 
Scripture. The excellent Erudition and Ufefulnefs 
of this Performance drew upon the Author, from 
all Quarters, great and juft Commendations. 

The Year following, viz. 1656, affords but little 
material relating to our Subjeét, except it be, that 
then Mr. Pocock entertained fome Thoughts of pub- 
lifhing Rabbi Yanchum’s Expofitions on the Old 
Teftament. He was an Hierofolymitan Few; and 
wrote after the Time of Maimonides, whom he often 
cites, and follows in many things. What hindred 
the Execution of this Defign, we know not; moft 
probably it was the Want of Encouragement. 
However, our Editor fays, the Mifcarriage of it 

was 
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was no imal] Damage to facred Learning, For, as 
he adds, if we may guefs by the noble Ufe Mr. ?o- 
cock in ieveral Inftances made of Rabbi Yanbum’s 
Commeniaries, their Publication might have beea 
attended with Advantages equal, or rather fupe- 
rior to what have been received from any ower 
Rabbinical Writings, Befides, for aught that ap- 
pears, Mr. Pocock was the only Perfon in Europe, 
that poflefled any MSS. of Rabbi Zanchum, The 
learned ‘Jews were furprifed to hear of this, and 
many other fine things of like kind, in his Hands, 
which were otherwife utterly unknown to them, as 
Manaffeb Ben I/rael himfelt profefled to Mr. Bence. 
But notwithftanding all this, neither then, nor_at 
any time after, had he an Opportunity of commu- 
nicating thefe Oriental Treafures to the learned 
World; but they yet lie dormant in the Archives 
of the Bodleian Library. . 
In the Year 1657, the Englifb Polyglott Edition 
of the Bible was fent into the World: A Work of 
fuch immenfe Coft and Labour, as would have de- 
terred moft Men from undertaking it, in the qui- 
eteft Times, and under the moit profperous Cir- 
cumftances ; but, to the immortal Honour of our 
Englifo Church and Nation, it was carried on and 
perfected at a Seafon, when fober Religion and 
found Learning were deprefied by the greateft F- 
nemy to both, a rampant Enthufiafm. — Mr. Po- 
cock no fooner heard that fuch a Defign was on foor, 
but he offered his Advice upon it, by Dr. A/hwel, 
to Dr. Brian Waiton, who was the firft Promoter, 
the chief Compiler, aad the fole Editor thereof, 
From that Time Dr. alton and Mr. Thorndike, 
his Second in the Work, maintained a frequent 
Correfpondence with him, informing him how it 
proceeded, afking his Advice in almoft every Step 
they took, and defiring all proper Affiftance from 
him, By means of thefe Letters, our learned Edi- 
; 7 tor 
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tor has been happily enabled to acquaint us with 
a great many Particulars relating to that moft noble 
Edition of the Bible; an Abftra& of which here 
follows : 

Dr. Brian Walton, having in the long Rebellion 
loft all his Preferments for his Loyalty, for fome 
Years employed Part of his Time in colleéting and 
adjufting proper Materials for a Polyglott Bible; 
and after advifing with moft of the Bifhops of our 
Church then living, in the Year 1652, having already 
obtained private Subfcriptions, to the Amount of near 
4000 Pounds, he publifhed printed Propofals, with 
a Letter annexed to them, both which are here fub- 
joined. | 

“ Worthy Sir, } 

‘¢ Tt cannot be unknown to you, what great 
«¢ Benefit the Church of God hath reaped by the 
«¢ Care of learned Men in publifhing the Holy 
“¢ Scriptures according to the beft Copies in the 
«¢ Original, and other learned Tongues, with the 
«¢ moft ancient and approved Tranflations, which 
<< have been of great Authority and Ufe. And 
<¢ aliio” among others, thofe famous Editions of 
<¢ the Complutenfe, Antwerp, and the late Paris 
«¢ Bibles be juftly had in high Efteem and Vene- 
«¢ ration; yet, without any Derogation from the juft 
« Praife of the Publifhers, ic may be truly faid, 
« that much may be added to make the Editions 
«© more compleat and ufeful, by the Diligence of 
“ others, and yet the Price very much leffened, 
<¢ whereby they may become more common, and 
‘¢ fit for private Libraries. To this end, there is 
«¢ a Defcription of a more perfect Edition than any 
‘* hitherto extant (as we conceive) drawn up, with 
“© a Specimen thereof; which, as it has been ap- 
‘* prov’d by the moft learned and judicious Men 
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of this Church, fo, in regard the Charge will 
exceed the Ability of a private Purfe, it hath 
been thought fit to defire the Affiftance of fuch 
noble and publick-fpiritea Perfons, as are able to 
advance Monies towards the Printing, who may 
receive Copies according to the Sums by them 
expended. Wherein, as diverfe Perfons of Worth 
have already fubfcribed and promifed confi- 
derable Sums, amounting to above half the 
Charge, fo it is hoped, that others to whom it 
fhall be offered, will be ready, both by their own 
Examples, according to their Abilities, and by 
{tirring up fuch well-affected Perfons, as they are 


+ acquainted with, to further a Work fo much 


tending to the Glory of God, the publick Good 
of Religion and Learning, and the Honour of 
our Nation. To this Purpofe alfo Propofitions 
are herewith fent you, to which you are defired, 
out of your Zeal to the publick Good, to pro- 
cure what Subfcriptions youcan, The Form you 
fee is conditional, and ties no Man to the Pay- 
ment of any thing, till the full Sum be fubfcribed. 
—— There are divers employed to this End in 
divers Parts of the Land, and fo hopeful a Pro- 
grefs is made, that we doubt not within a few 
Months, but that there will be good Encourage- 
ment to go on, and to prepare for the Work; 
for we cannot believe any Gentlemen will be 
backward to advance fo noble a Work, confider- 
ing, that all fhall be put in the Hands of a Per- 
fon of known Worth and Integrity, and fhall be 
paid by the Subfcribers only by Degrees, as the 
Work goes on, and that they fhall receive Co- 
pies of a greater Value than what is laid out. 
It is defired, that the feveral Subfcriptions may 
be returned by the Firft of Aprif next, if it may 
be, or otherwile as foon as conveniently, to Dr. 

“ Welion, 
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“ Walton, at Dr, William Fuller’s Houle, in Sr. 
“6 Giles’s Cripplegate Church-yard. —— €9¢. 


London, this firf 
of March 1642. . Your affered Friends, 


Fa. Armachanus, Brian Walton, 
Wm. Fuller, Abrabam Vi helocke, 
Brune Ryves, Hi. Thorndike. 


To our worthy Friend Mr. —-——, Minifter of 
God's Word in » by him to be communicated to 
Mr. inom and Mr. oa, 





‘¢ Propofitions concerning the printing of the Bi- 
«* ble, in the original, and other learned Languages, 

‘¢ Whereas the former Editions, tho’ lefs perfect, 
«¢ and not fo fit for Ufe, have been printed at the 
«¢ publick Charge of Princes and great Perfons ; 
«¢ and the Charge of this Work will exceed the A- 
‘¢ bility of an ordinary Perfon; whereupon divers 
« Perfons of Worth have expreffed their Readinefs 
<¢ to join in the Charge of the Impreffion: 
‘© Therefore, for the Security of all fuch as fhall 
“ promote fo good a Work, either by free Gift, 
<< or advancing of Monies to be repaid by Copies ; 
‘¢ and for the encouraging of fuch as fhall folicit 
*¢ others to contribute, thefe Propofitions are offer- 
‘¢ ed, which fhall, God willing, be performed. 

1. “ That whatfoever Monies fhall be raifed, 
«¢ fhall be paid into the Hands of Wrlliam Hum- 
“¢ ble, Efg; Treafurer for this Purpofe, who will 
<< be accountable for the Monies received, and will 
‘«< give Receipts to every one that fhall pay in any 
«© Money, whereby they may be affured, that the 
<¢ fame fhall be employ’d no otherwife, than for 
‘© the Ufe intended, and not iifued out, but by War- 
“© rant of Perfons mentioned. The like Affurance 

«¢ fhall 
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fhall be given under the Hand of the Publither, 
and upon Security of the Impreffion, which fhall 
be put into the Hands of fome Perfons interefted, 
refiding in London, for receiving Copies propor- 
tionable to the Sums fo paid, as foon as the Work 
fhall be finifhed, or otherwife, as the feveral Vo- 
lumes fhall be printed. 

2. * The Treafurer fhall not iffue any Mo- 
nies, but by Warrant under the Hands of the 
Lord Primate of Armagh, Dr. William Fuller, 
Dr. Brune Ryves, Dr. Samuel Baker, Mr. Rt- 
chard Drake, B.D. or two of them, whereof 
the Lord Primate, or Dr. Fuller, to be one, and 
fhall give Account every fix Months to four 
Perfons appointed by thofe that advance, to re- 
ceive the Account of all Monies received, or if- 
fued out. 
3. ** Thofe that by free Gift, or otherwife, fhall- 
in any confiderable manner further the Work, 
befides Copies to be given them, fhall be ac- 
knowledged as Patrons and Promoters of it. 

4. ‘© Thofe that fhall collect and raife any Sum by 
the free Contributions of Perfons weli-affected, fhall, 
for every ten Pounds, have one Copy ; and if any 
leffer Sum of forty Shillings, or upwards, be fo 
raifed by any at prefent, if the faid Sum be made 
up ten Pounds by equal Payments in four or fix 
Months next following, he fhall have one perfect 
Copy, and fo according to that Proportion, for 
any greater Sum. 

5. ** Thofe that fhall advance any Sum out of 
their own Eftate, fhall for every ten Pounds have 
one Copy, and for fifty Pounds fix Copies, and 
fo for any greater Sum; and the Moncey fo 
advanced fhall, for the Eafe and Security of the 
Advancer, be paid thus: Only a fifth Part in 
Hand, and the reft in four fix Months ; and at eve- 
ry fix Months Payment, Account fhall be given of 
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«© the Monies formerly paid, and of the Progrefs 
«© of the Work, and then they may alfo receive 
«© fuch Volumes as fhall be finifhed, according to 
«¢ the Number of Copies due to them, if they pleafe, 


e 


& 


they paying another fifth Part towards the print- 
ing of the next Volume. 

*¢ 6, The Perfons to be employed in preparing 
of Copies, correéting the Prefs, overfeeing the 
«s managing of the Work, &¢. — till all be finifhed, 
«¢ fhall be Dr. Stokes, Mr. Whelocke, Mr. Thorn- 
<¢ dike, Mr. Edward Pocock, Mr. Greaves, Mr. 
« Vicars, Mr. Thomas Smith, together with Dr. 
«s Walton, and fome other to affift in Profecution 
«¢ of Bufinefs, &c.— And if any of them happen 
<< to die, or be otherwife hindered, fome other fhall 
« be nominated, with the Approbation of the reft, 
« for carrying on the Work, wherein the Advice 
« of the Lord Primate, Mr. Se/den, Dr. Sheldon, 
«© Dr. Sanderfon, Dr. Sterne, Dr. Hammond, and 
«© other learned Men, who have approved the 
«© Work, fhall be defired, &?c. 

“© 7, The Work fhall not be begun, till there 
«¢ be enough paid in to finifh the firft Volume, 
viz. the Pentateuch, viz. about 1500 Pounds ; 
nor the other Volumes, till a proportionable Sum 
for each be brought in, viz. about 1200 Pounds, 
“© 8. Itis defired, that the firft Payment of Mo- 
nies to be advanced, may be at or before the Firft 
“¢ of Feb, 16523 andif it fhall appear, that there is 

enough to print the firft Volume, viz. the Pen- 
tateuch, the Work fhall be begun, as foon as 
Things needful fhall be prepared, which is ho- 
ped will be within three Months then next follow- 
ing, and within three Years after it is hoped the 
* whole Work will be perfected, (two Preffes be- 
¢ ing kept at work.)” 
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No fooner was this invaluable Work entered up- 
on, but the Editor wrote to Mr. Pocock, Fuly 28, 
1652, defiring to know, whether his Occafions 
would permit him to affift, either by correéting the 
Arabitk Proofs, or by comparing of Copies, or 
otherwife. But he had too much Work upon his 
Hands to undertake the Correction of the Arabick 
from the Prefs, He had, at Mr. Se/den’s earnett 
Solicitations, already began to tranflate the 4rabick 
Annals of Eutychius into Latin. Befide which, he 
was bufy with Maimonides’s Porta Mo/fis, and con- 
fequently had but little Time to fpare for a new and 
laborious Employment. He confented however to 
collate the Arabick Pentateuch with two Copies of 
Saadias’s Tranflation, the one of MS. the other 
printed in the Conftantinopolitan Bibles, noting the 
Differences of each. And he alfo drew up a Pre- 
face concerning the Arabick Verfions of that Part of 
the Bible; and the Reafon of the various Readings 
in them ; which Preface, together with the various 
Readings themfelves, are publifhed in the Appen- 
dix to the Polygiott Bible. 

Mr. Pocock’s Advice related to every Part of this 
Defign, not excepting the Apparatus or Prolegomena, 
and the Appendix; all which was punétually fol- 
lowed by the Editor. One very neceffary Point, 
about which he gave Dr. Walton fome Informa- 
tion, was, The Authority and Antiquity of the 
Avrabick Verfion, as it ftands in Michael de Fay’s 
Heptagiott, or Paris Edition of the Bible in feven 


Languages. —— He likewife contributed his Affif- 


tance, by fupplying, out of his own Library, fome 
_ ancient MSS of Oriental Verfions; as, Fir/?, the 
Gofpels in Perfian, which had never before been 
printed, were now publifhed wholly from a Copy 
that was fent in by him, being a MS. above 300 
Years old, of a Tranflation made from the Syriack. 
Secondly, His Syriack MS. of the whole Old Tef- 
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tament, and two other MSS. of the P/alms in the 
fame Language. Thirdly, An 4thiopick MS. of 
the P/alter, which Dr. Walton pronounces to be 
fo exactly written, that they made it a Rule where- 
by to correct the Faults of the two printed Copies. 

When the Scheme for the Polyglott Bible was laid, 
certain Perfons having Relation to the Council of State, 
which was then the fovereign Authority of the Na- 
tion, propofed it to them, hoping they would have 
borne the Charge out of the publick Treafure. They 
readily approved of and recommended the Project ; 
and fome Mention was made of their advancing 
1000 Pounds to begin it. But our Editor doubts 
whether this Sum, or any Part thereof was ever ad- 
vanced. It muft, however, he fays, be confeffed, 
to the Honour of that ufurping Government, that 
they granted an Exemption from Duty, to all the 
Paper which was imported for the Ufe of that E- 
dition, This high Piece of Service to Religion and 
Learning was the Act of no other than Cromwell 
himielf : A Circumftance Mr. Zwells came to 
the Knowledge of, thro’ the means of Mr. Baker, 
of St. Fcbn's College in Cambridge, who imparted 
to him a Copy of Mr, Caffie’s Petition to the Pro- 
tector for the like Indulgence to the Publication of 
his Heptaglott Lexicon, The Petition is as fol- 
lows : 


‘© May it pleafe your Highnefs, for the Coun- 
tenance and Encouragement of your Petitioners, 
that they may be the better enabled to accom- 
plifh the Undertaking according to Expectation, 
to vouchfafe them the like Favour and Privilege, 
that your Highnefs hath formerly granted to the 
Publifhers of that famous Work, (vz. the Po- 
lyglott Bible) and others who were printing fome 
Commentaries in relation thereunto, viz. Bee’s Cri- 
*¢ ici Mayores) that your Petitioners may have the 
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‘¢ [mport of five thoufand Reams of Royal Paper, 
‘© Excife and Cuftom free.” 


Who or what induced Cromwell] to thew fo much 
Munificence, our Editor fays, we know not ;_ but 
furely, as he adds, the Act was good and laudable, 
efpecially confidering that the Defign thus encou- 
raged was conducted by a Set of Epifcopal Divines, 
moft of whom were known Enemies to his Admi- 
niftration, andthe reft rather paffive under the U- 
furpation than Approvers of it. A commendable 
Example, which has been feldom followed by fuc- 
ceeding Governments, that were legal, and in other 
refpects gracious. 

Befides this Favour from the Protector, large 
private Promifes and Subfcriptions of Money were 
made early in this Year, 1653, towards the Work. 
When the Propofals were fent abroad, viz. March 
1, 1653, 4000 Pounds are affirmed to have been 
fubfcribed, which Sum was more than doubled in 
about twoMonths Time, ——— But it was the latter 
End of September, or the Beginning of Ofober, 
before the Impreffion of the firft Tome, containing 
the Pentateuch, was entered upon: One Reafon of 
this Delay was, That the 4rabick Letters were not 
ready, and the Hebrew Types were mending ; be- 
fides which, many of the Subfcribers failed the E- 
ditor ; and he was too circumfpect to begin till 
1500 Pounds were laid in, to defray the Charge of 
the firft Tome, according to the 7th Article of the 
Propofals : After whichthe Undertaker proceeded 
chearfully with the Work. 

Juft before the firft Volume was committed to the 
Prefs, Mr. Abraham Whelocke (firft Profeffor of the 
Arabick and Saxon Tongues in the Univerfity of Cam- 
br idee) died, fo that they had not the leaft Ute of him 
in that Work ; his Province was to have been, jointly 
with Mr. Caffel, to correct the Syriack and Arabick at 
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the Prefs ; but his Room was filled by Mr. Hyde, at 
the Recommendation of Dr. Pocock. 

By the 3oth of Oéfober this Year, Mr. Pocock 
fent back to Dr. Walton, the firft Sheet of the Pey- 


tateucb, with his own various Readings upon it. 
About the fame Time, he wrote to Dr. Waltonand 
Mr. Thorndike, or both, upon two Points of Im- 
portance, relating to the Edition in hand: The 
firft was, a Propofal to have his own Copy of the 
Syriack Gofpels, of another Tranflation, printed 
together with that of the Paris Edition; the other 
concerned the Latin of the Arabick Verfion, its Un- 
correctnefs, and a Motion to have it mended. Nei- 
ther of thefe Schemes were complied with, as our 
Editor fhews, affigning alfo the Reafons thereof. 
The latter of them was of greateft Moment, and 
truly worthy of Mr. Pocock’s found Judgment and 
good Senfe. For the Latin of an Arabick Verfion 
could be of no Service, but to fuch as were igno- 
rant of that copious Language, and fo long as it 
was incorrect, muft often greatly deceive them ; 
and accordingly in Faét, if, as Mr. Twells fays, we 
may believe Pere Simon, the Latin of the Arabick 
and other EafternVerfions, led Mr. Poo/, in his Sy- 
nopfis, into frequent and grievous Miftakes, ——— 
Had the Latin of the Oriental Verfions of the New 
Teftament been exact and literal, it would have let us 
into the reading of thofe ancient Copies, from which 
thofe Verfions were made; of which, by reafon of 
its prefent Laxnefs and Inaccuracy, no certain Judg- 
ment can be formed, but by fuch as underftand the 
Originals: The fame Advantage would have arifen 
from a true and fervile Latin Verfion of fuch Eaf- 
tern Tranflations of the Old Teftament, as were 
made from the Septuagint, towards afcertaining the 
ancient Readings of it. 

In the Year 1654, the neceflary Preparations 
were.made for the fecond Tome of the Polyglott 
Bible, 
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Bible, which contains the Hiftorical Books. In Oc- 
tober, this Year, the firft Tome was finifhed. In 
July, 1655, they entered on the third Volume, 
containing the Writings of David, Solomon, and 
the Prophets, and finifhed the fecond Tome before 
the End of that Month; from which Time, we are 
unable to give a particular Detail of the Progrefs 
of the Work, or to fay any more, than that it wasen- 
tirely compleated towards the Clofe of the Year 1657. 

And thus, in about four Years, was finifhed the 
Englifo Polyglott Bible, the Glory, as our Reverend 
Editor truly fays, of that Age, of the Englifh 
Church and Nation, a Work vaftly exceeding all 
former Attempts of that Kind, and that came fo 
near Perfection, as to difcourage all future ones. 

But how noble, how ufeful a Performance foever 
this was, it could not efcape the Animadverfions and 
Cenfures of fome principal Men among the prevailing 
Party. Amongft thefe was Dr. Owen, who the next 
Year, together with a Latin Tract againft the Qua- 
kers, was pleafed to publifh one in Engii/h againtt 
the Polyglort Bible: Many Things injurious to the 
Reformation, and even to Chriftianity itfelf, he 
pretended to difcover in it, efpecially in the Prole- 
gomena and Appendix; and accordingly, made no 
{mall Outcry againft it: But how far Envy engaged 
him to meddle with Things above his Knowledge, 
how frequently he contradicted himfelf, and really 
fell into thofe Crimes, which he only fancied others 
to be guilty of; and particularly, how he mifrepre- 
fented and mifapplied fome Things afferted by Mr. 
Pocock, in his Preface to the Arabick various Read- 
ings before-mentioned, was, in a fhort time, unan- 
{werably fhewn by Dr. Walton, in a Difcourfe he 
publifhed for that Purpote. 

The Polyglott was fcarce produced, before two 
other Projeéts appeared, that were Grafts upon that 
excellent Undertaking, and carricd on by fome learned 
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Affiftants to it. The firft was an additional or fe- 
venth Tome of the Polyglott Bible, containing ma- 
ny Pieces not taken into the former Six; among 
which was, Mr. Pocock’s Syriack Gofpels, of a dit- 
ferent Tranflation from that foNowed by Dr. Wai- 
ton: This was finifhed, but never publifhed, and 
is, by the Oxford Hiftorian, reckoned among Mr, 
Samuel Clark’s Works, with this Title, Sepsimum 
Bibliorum Polyglottan Volumen cum ver fionibus anti- 
guifimis, non Chaldaica tantum, fed Syriacis, A- 
thiopicis, Copticis, Arabicts, Perficis contextum. The 
other was a Lexicon, carried on chiefly by the inde- 
fatigable Dr. Caffel, and publifhed by him feveral 
Years after. In both thefe learned Defigns Mr. Po- 
cock’s Affiftance was defired, and readily granted, 
It has been already obferved, that, in the Year 
1652, Mr. Pocock, at the Importunity of Mr. Se/- 
den, began the Tranflation of a large Hiftorical 
Difcourfe, viz. the Annals of Extychius, Melchite 
Patriarch of Alexandria, out of Arabick into Latin, 
which Tranflation was publifhed, together with the 
Original, in two Volumes at Oxford, in the Year 
1658. And tho’ this Work had been very favour- 
ably reprefented and earneftly recommended by fe- 
veral learned Men abroad, yet Mr. Pocock declares 
in the Preface, that it was not undertaken by him 
for his own Inclination, but upon the Perfuafion 
and Importunity of Mr. Selden. This Gentleman 
had imbibed fo unconquerable a Prejudice againtt 
Bifhops, that he was fond of every Thing that 
might be a Difadvantage to that Order; and this 
Writer, as he fancied, furnifhed an unanfwerable 
Argument againft it ; namely, the Account which 
he gives of the Church of Alexandria, during the 
three firft Centuries ; But tho” Mr. Se/den, in a large 
Preface to that Paragraph of Euxtychius, and a 
Jarger Commentary upon it, did all he could to 


make it ferve his Defign, it has been fully proved, 
Mr. 
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Mr. Twells fays, to be in no fort fufficient for it. 
Mr. Selden’s Tranflation has been centured as falle: 
But fuppofing it juft; that che whole Paflage is a 
pertect Fable, hath been abundantly made out by fee 
veral learned Men. It was no Wonder theretore, 
that a Man of Mr. Pocock’s Temper and Principles 
fhould need the moft importunate Pertuafions to tran- 
flate and publifh a Book that Mr. Se/dex had mace 
fuch Ufe of: However, he hath been very far from 
doing any Differvice thereby to the Caule of Epil- 
copacy: For, as he has put that Paragraph ina 
truer Light; fo, by his Zatiz Verfion ot the whole 
Book, he has enabled thofe, who before could be no 
Judges of the Matter, fully to perceive, how little 
Credit is due to that Author. 

This Edition of Hutychius was carried on at the 
fole Charge of Mr. Sc/den, —— In Juttice therefore 
to his Memory, who died three or four Years pre- 
ceding its Publication, his Picture was put before it, 
and the following Words were added in the Title 
Page, Iilufirif/. Foanue Seldeno 76 maynerix Cho- 
rag0. 

We are now come to the fourth Section of Mr. 
Pocock’s Life. It commences with the happy ra 
of the Reftauration, He quickly felt the Benelit of 
that national Deliverance: For the Canonry of 
Chrift-Church annexed to the Hebrew Lecture ar 
Oxford, by King Charles 1. and from which he had 
now been removed, for Refufal of the Engagement, 
about ten Years, was reftored to him: He likewite 
took the Degree of Doctor of Divinity, on the 
2oth Day of September, in the fame Year. 

In this Year, 1660, he printed his Arabick Verfi- 
on of Hugo Grotius’s Treatife concerning the Truth 
of the Chriftian Religion: Our Editor has given 
us a very copious Account of this Tranfl: ation, and 
of divers Particulars relating to its excellent and 
moft ufeful Original, 
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The next Thing that he publifhed, was an 4ra- 
bick Poem, entitled, Lamiato’l-Ajam, or Carmen 
Abu Ifmaelis Tograi, with his Latin Tranflation 
of it, and Jarge Notes upon it. Dr. Pocock’s De- 
fign inthis Work was, not only to give a Specimen 
of Arabian Poetry, but alfo to make the Attain- 
ment of the /rabick Tongue more eafy to thofe 
that ftudy it; for his Notes, containing a Gramma- 
tical Explanation of all the Words of this Author; 
are very ferviceable for promoting the Knowledge 
of that Language. Thefe Notes being the Sum of 
many Lectures, which he read on this Poem, the 
Speech that he delivered, when he began to explain 
it, is prefixed to it, which, perhaps, contains, tho’ 
a fuccinét, yet as accurate an Account of the 4- 
vabick Tongue, as is any where extant. After the 
general Hiftory of it, he there fpeaks of the Things 
that recommend it, and particularly of its Perfpicu- 
ity, Elegance, Copioufnefs, and Ufefulnefs. An 
Inftance of the firft of thefe, he gives in that 
prompt Way the Arabians have of expreffing many 
Things clearly in a very few Words, which is hard- 
ly to be imitated in any other Language; and the 
Second, he fays, appears both from the Care em- 
ployed in it, either by the adding, taking away, or 
Change of Letters, to fuit Words to the Nature of the 
Things they fignify, andalfo from the Sweetnefs or 
Softnels of the whole Language, in which there ne- 
ver is a Collifion of two or more Confonants, but 
the Sound of a Vowel always intervenes, The 
Copiouinefs of this Tongue is evident by the ama- 
zing Variety it has of fynonymous Words: There 
are in it two hundred Names for a Serpent, which 
he there gives us, five hundred for a Lion, and to 
omit fome other Inftances, fo many for Calamity, 
that, as he obferves out of an Arabick Writer, who 
endeavoured to make a Catalogue of them, it is no 
{mall Calamity to recite them. The whole Num- 
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ber of Words, that make up this Language, is rec- 
koned, as he affures us, by Hamezah A/pabanenjis, 
from an eminent Lexicographer, at twelve Millions, 
three hundred and fifty thoufand, fifty and two: 
But that which chiefly recommends any Speech, is the 
Ulefulnefs of it, which, for the moft Part, confifts 
in the valuable Things that are written in it; and in 
this refpeét he fhews the Arabick to be very confider- 
able, and but little fhort of the moft celebrated Lan- 
guages. For in a little more thana hundred Years after 
Mabomet, when the Empire of the Saracens came to 
the Abbafida, all the Grecian Learning found a rea- 
dy Entertainment with them; and within the Com- 
pafs of a few Ages,’ infinite Books were written by 
them in Philofophy, Aftronomy, Geometry, Me- 
dicine, and all Kinds of Sciences. —-- In fhort, 
he afferts with much Affurance, that, with refpect 
to human Learning, the Arabians do not more want 
the Knowledge of otlier Languages, than other Nati- 
ons do that of their’s, and that there are as many 
Things, which they can teach others, as there are, 
which they can learn from them. 

This Book, Carmen Tograi, was printed at Ox- 
ford, in the Year 1661, under the Care of the very 
learned Mr. Samuel Clarke, Architypographus of 
that Univerfity, who not only compofed a Preface 
to it, but alfo added a fuitable Treatife of his own 
concerning the Arabick Profodia. 
~ Inthe Year 1663, the Edition of Gregorius Abul 
Pharagius’s Hiftory of the Dynajfties, tranflated by 
Dr. Pocock, was finifhed, That Part of this Book, 
which gives an Account of the Rife of Mahomet, 
the Doctor had publifhed, as it has been fhewn, fe- 
veral Years before; and, upon the Importunity of 
feveral learned Men, who mightily approved of 
that Specimen, the whole was now printed in the 
original rabick, with his Latim Verfion of it. But 
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notwithftanding the abovefaid Fragment was re- 
ceived with the general Applaufes of the Literati, 
in 1649, the entire Piece now printed, and dedi- 
cated to his Majefty Charles Il. met with but very 
little Encouragement. This did not arife from any 
Want of Merit in the Work itfelf, but from the 
Love of /rabick Learning being at this Time 
greatly decayed in the Nation. Nor was it then 
out of Vogue in England only, but beginning to 
decline in Holland allo. 

In the Year 1669, Dr. Bernard complains, ina 
Letter to Dr. Pocock from Leyden, that Harder, of 
that Place, who, fays he, fpeaks rabick readily, 
had tranflated the Hiftory of Saladine, but could 
not find a Bookfeller that would venture to under- 
take the Work, Jdecaufe Oriental Learning decays 
bere, and Books of that Nature will turn to no Aa- 
vantage ; neither, adds he, can Mr. Zhevenot find 
a Bookfeller, either here or at Amfterdam, to un- 
dertake his Abulfeda. Mr. Twells thinks the De- 
clenfion of thefe Studies in the Efteem of the Pub- 
lic may, in fome meafure, account for the Doétor’s 
rifing no higher in Church Preferments at the Re- 
{toration, when fuch Numbers of vacant Dignities 
were filled. He adds, Perhaps he is almoft 
the only Inftance of a Clergyman, then at the higheft 
Pitch of Eminence for Learning, and every other 
Merit proper to his Profeffion, who lived through- 
out the Reign of Charles the Second, without the 
Jeaft Regard from the Court, except the Favour 
fometimes done him, of being called upon to tranf- 
late rabick Letters from the Princes of the Le- 
vant, or the credential Letters of Embaffadors 
coming from thofe Parts ; for which, yet, we do not 
find he had any Recompence, befides good Words 
and Compliments: But he was as modeft, as he was 
deferving, and probably, after prefenting his 4buI- 
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Pharagius to the King, he never put himfelf in 
the Way of Royal Regards any more. 

But however he was overlooked at home, after 
fo many and great Proofs of his Abilities in the 
Writings and Languages of the Eaft, he began 
now to be efteemed all over Europe, as a kind of 
Oracle in that Branch of Learning: Such as en- 
tered on thofe Studies earneftly applied for Direc- 
tions from him, and the Profeffors themfelves fought 
his Advice, with a Deference and Submiffion that 
ishardly to be conceived, but by thofe who have 
feen and read their Letters to him. Mr. Twells 
has given us a large Hiftory of his Correfpon- 
dence, filling the beft Part of eight or nine Pages, 
Dr. Hammond frequently confulted him by Letter, 
whilft he was preparing his excellent Annotations 
on the New Teftament, and alfo on the Pfalms; 
with refpeét to the latter, the Books into which that 
Work was divided, were conftantly fubmitted to 
his Animadverfions, before they faw the Prefs; 
which ftood ftill fo long as his urgent Affairs 
witheld him from furveying what Copy was fent 
him. 

In the Year 1674 his Arabick Tranflation of our 
Englifo Liturgy was finifhed. He did not render the 
whole of it into that Language, but only the daily 
Morning and Evening Prayers, the Order of ad- 
miniftring Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper: To 
which he likewife added the Doétrine of the Church 
of England, comprehended in the 39 Articles ; and 
the Arguments of our Homilies: The entire 
Charges of the Work were moft worthily fupplied 
by the Univerfity of Oxford. 

Towards the End of the Year 1676, or rather 
early in the Year following, was publifhed the Doc- 
tors Commentary on the Prophecy of Aficab: 
What induced him to write on this, aad afterwards 


on three more of the Leffler Prophets, rather than 
On 
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on others, is not eafy, our Editor fays, to deter- 


mine. All that the Doéor himfelf has Jet us 
into, in his Preface to his firft Commentary, that 
on Micab, is, that his chief Endeavour in thofe An- 
notations was to fettle the genuine and literal Mean- 
ing of the Text, i..¢. of the Hebrew Original, — 
But, becaufe it would be in vain to look after the 
literal Meaning of the Hebrew Text, fo long as it 
was prefumed to be corrupt, (a Prejudice which 
then much prevailed) the Doctor labours to fhew, 
Firf, The Improbability of fuch a Surmife, and 
how unlikely it was, that the ‘Jews fhould have 
corrupted their own Scriptures, either before or 
after the Time of Chrift: As to the Argument for 
this fuppofed Corruption, arifing from the Diffe- 
rence there is at prefent between the LXX Tranf- 
lation made from the Hebrew fome Centuries before 
the Coming of Chrift, and the Hebrew Copies now 
extant, he fhews, that it will prove nothing, till ie 
fhall appear, 1, That the Copy, ufed by the Se- 
venty, was truer than any preferved among the 
Few:, and derived from them to us, 2d/y, That 
the LXX Interpreters always followed the Letter 
of their Hebrew Copy, never venturing to give us 
their Senfe of it in different Words, or had not fome 
Notions of the Words, not now fo ufually known. 
3dly, ‘That their Verfion ‘has been tranfmitted to us 
pure and uncorrupted : But none of thefe things, he 
thinks, has been, or can be fufficiently proved. — 
. But the predominant View of this great and good 

Man, in commenting on the Prophets, was to ref- 
cye many noble Predictions, concerning Chrift, 
and the Times of the Gofpel, from the artful Con- 
fufion into which they had been brought by the 
Fewifh Dottors; who, as they feldom leave the 
Letter of Scripture, but when it ferves the Caufe 
of Chriftianity, fo, in all fuch Cafes, Grammar is 
no longer with them the Rule of Interpretation ; = 
the 
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the Tradition of their Forefathers, fet up at firft 
out of mere Oppofition to the Chriftian Religion, 
is their fole Guide. ‘ To encounter, therefore, with 
chefe, fcarce any one was fo well qualified as Dr. 
Pocock, who had all their Oriental Learning, and 
knew their Writers better than themfelves did. 

This fame Year alfo Dr, Pocock publithed his 
Commentary on Malachi, proceeding on the fame 
Principles, and’ being directed to the fame Ends 
with that of Micah. To this was added an Ap- 
pendix, which feems to be Part of a Latin Sermon, 
preached before the Univerfity of Oxford, upon 
the Meffiah of the Fews, whom they call Ben- 
Fofeph, of the Tribe of Ephraim: An Invention 
of theirs Jong after our Saviour’s Days, to anfwer 
fuch Predictions in the Old Teftament, as will not 
agree with him, whom they call Meffiah Bes Da- 
vid. In this Difcourfe our Profeffor fhews the 
Novelty and Abfurdity of this Notion of a twofold 
Meffiah, and that Maimonides, one of their moft 
learned Rabbins, never once mentions the Name of 
Ben Fofeph, when he expounds the Prophecies con- 
cerning the Meffiah, but adapts them either to Da- 
vid, or the Meffiah who was.to {pring from him, 

In the Year 1685 was made publick Dr. Po- 
cock’s large and laborious Commentary on the 
Prophecy of Ho/ea, which he dedicated to his old 
Friend, Bifhop Fel/’; being firft committed to the 
Prefs by his Lordfhip’s Encouragement. This 
Work was confiderably extended, by a Defence 
therein made for the Purity of the //ebrew Text, 
againft the Objections raifed from the Difagreement 
of the Septuagint, the vulgar Latin, and the Chaj- 
dee Paraphrate therewith. : 

In the Year 1691 the Doétor publifhed his Com- 
mentary on the Prophecy of ‘foe/, to which, be- 
fides the Dedication to the then Bifhop of Exeter, 
Sir Fonathan Trelawney, he prefixed a Preface, the 
“s chief 
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chief Defign of which was, to give an Account of 
the Draught or Scheme of the Area of the Temple, 
and the different Parts thereof, which he had pro- 
cured to be engraven, and which immediately fol- 
lows the Preface : It was taken from an ancient MS. 
of Maimonides, as old as that Rabbi’s own Times. 

Whether he intended a Commentary on any 
other of the Leffer Prophets, Mr. Zzwells could 
not learn ; but if he did, Death prevented him, 
which happened on the 10th of September in this 
Year. A gradual Decreafe of Strength and bodily 
Vigour, for fome Time before, were fure Indica- 
tions of a Diffolution; but his Parts continued 
found, and his Memory but little impaired to the 
very laft. 

Thus died this moft pious, learned, and vene- 
rable Man, when he wanted but two Months of 
compleating the 87th Year of his Age, after ha- 
ving been for many Years confefledly the firft Per- 
fon in Europe for Kaftern Learning, and not lefs 
remarkable for Humanity and Modefty, than for 
Profoundnefs of Erudition. Our Editor has adjoin- 
ed an excellent Character of him, drawn up by 
himfelf, as well as the Teftimonies of other great - 
Men in his Favour. I fhalltake no Notice of the 
Jatter, but of the former I fhall tranfcribe fome of 
the principal Paffages, wherewith I will clofe this 
Abftract: Here honeftly informing the Reader, that 
as I have therein comprehended only thofe Incidents 
of the Dottor’s Life, which relate to Literature; 
fo, with regard even to thefe, a thoufand Particu- 
lars are omitted, which grace the Original, and are 
a fine Entertainment for fuch as delight in the Hit- 
tory of Learning. Let me only add, that my be- 
ing obliged to curtail many things belonging to that 
Branch of the Doétor’s Memoirs, which [ have epi- 
tomifed, detracts from the Beauty and Sweetnefs of 
the Stile, and renders the Narrative lefs fmooth and 
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agreeable, than Mr. Twells’s entire Work will be 
found by thofe who have the Pleafure of perufing it. 

As to Dr. Pocock’s Perfon, Mr. Twells tells us, 
he was of a middle Stature or rather tall and flen- 
der; his Hair was inclining to black, fo were his 
Eyes; he was of a frefh Complexion, had a lively 
and chearful Look, with a healthy Conftitution. 

In his ordinary Converfation he was free, open, 
affable, and chearful to the laft ; extremely civil to 
all whoapplied for Direction in the Study of thofe 
Languages wherein he excelled ; and_ his courteous 
Reception of Foreigners, who in great Numbers 
reforted to him, fpread the Fame of his Humanity 
as wellas Learning throughout Europe. His Tem- 
per was naturally modeft, humble, and fincere, ab- 
horrent of every thing that had the leaft Appearance 
of Hypocrify and Falfhood, but without the leaft 
Mixture of Morofenefs, or Deficiency in Coimplai- 
fance, 

As for his intellectual Abilities and Acquirements, 
he was of a quick .Apprehenfion, great Memory, 
and unwearied Induftry ; his Skill in the Sciences 
not inconfiderable, but his Knowledge of Langua- 
ges vaftly extenfive, and almoft unparalleldly ac- 
curate. His Englifh Stile was clear and expreffive, 
which was, indeed, its only Commendation ; whereas 
in Latin he wrote with a good degree of Elegance, 

With refpect to his moral and religious Endow- 
ments, he was furely one of the moft uniform 
and fteady Exemplars of Chriftian Perfection, that 
has bleffed thefe latter Ages. All his Words and 
Actions carried in them a deep and unfeigned Senfe 
of Religion and true Piety; Gon was the Begin- 
ning and End of all bis Studies and Undertakings ; 
to bis Glory they were devoted, and profeffedly fi- 
nifbed by bis Help. In the publick Duties of Di- 
vine Worfhip he was very punctual. In his pafto- 
ral Capacity, he fhewed the greateft Diligence and 
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Faithfulnefs. As a Member and a Minifter of the 
Church of England, tho’ with all due Charity 
to thofe, who, onthe Score of Confcience, diffent- 
‘ed from her, he fteadily conform’d to her Appoint- 
ments, and highly reverenced and approved every 





Part of her Conftitution. 
It would be endlefs to enumerate all his Virtues, 


or to be particular about the Conftancy and Fre. 
quency of his Devotion with his Family and in his 
Clofer; his ftriét Manner of obferving publick 
Fafts, his undiffembled Grief at hearing God?s 
Name profaned, or the Lord’s Day unhallowed, 
or the Recital of any grofs Immorality : But above 
all, his Charity under each Branch of it, giving 
and forgiving, was fuch as merited the higheft En- 
comium. Sin a word, fuch was the Uniformity 
of his moral and religious Charaéter, that his 
Friends generally efteemed him to be as much above 
the common Level for Goodnefs, as he was for 
Learning. 
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ARTICLE Xxx. 


The Credibility of the Gofpel Hiftory, Part II. 
Or the principal Facts of the New Tefta- 
ment confirmed by Paffages of ancient Au- 
thors, who were contemporary with our Sa- 
viour or bis Apoftles, or lived near their 
Time. Volume 1. Containing the Hiftory of 
the moft early Chriftian Writers, and their 
Tefttmony to the Books of the New Tefament. 
By NATHANIEL LaRpNER. London: 
Printed for John Gray, at the Crofs-Keys 
in the Poultry. Odfavo. Pages 458. 


yt Account has formerly been given of the general 
Nature of this Work : ’Tis, in fhort, to enable 
Perfons of ordinary Capacities, who have not an Op- 
portunity of reading ancient Authors, to judge for 
themfelves, concerning, the external Evidence of the 
Facts related in the New Teftament, For anfwering 
this Purpofe, Mr. Larduer not only tranfcribes the 
Paflages requifite thereto, at full Length, but like- 
wife prefixes a Hiftory of the Authors themfelves : 
Compiled partly from what 1s delivered to us con- 
cerning them, by other ancient Writers who were 
their Contemporaries, or not very remote from 
them in Time; and partly from the Sentiments of 
fome learned Moderns, eminent for their Skill in 
Antiquity, relating to their Characters and their 
Works. Somewhat of this kind was necefflary for 
the Information and Satisfaction of thofe for whom 
this Collection is intended. It might well be ex- 
pected, Mr. Larduer adds, that he fhould obferve 
the Age and Character of the Witnefies he produ- 
ces ; and diftinguifh their genuine Writings from 
others, if any fpurious ones have been afcribed to 

Hh them . 














456 The Worxs of theLEarNep. Art. 30. 


them: The Teftimonies themfelves he has endea- 
voured likewile to difpofe in fuch a Manner, as to 
render the Value of them moft obvious. 

Many of the Paffages are placed at the bottom of 
the refpective Pages in their original Languages, 
which will not be difagreeable to thofe who are ac- 
quainted with them. And befides thefe there are a 
few Notes more particularly intended for the lefs 
learned Reader. 

The Tranflations are Mr. Lardzer’s own, unlefs 
where he gives notice of his borrowing from others. 
There is one Perfon of great Eminence, on account 
of his Station in the Church, and the Merit of his 
Services for the Chriftian Religion, to whom, he 
tells us, he is particularly obliged to make his Ac- 
knowledgments on this Score, and that is, his Grace 
the late Archbifhop of Canterbury, Dr. Wake. 
There are few of the many Paffages of the Apo- 
{tolical Fathers that he has alledged, which he had 
not tranflated, as he collected them out of the Ori- 
ginals: But he afterwards thought proper to make 
his own more agreeable to his Lordfhip’s well- 
known and Apoftolical Englifh ; and he has often 
taken his Tranflation entire without any Alteration, 

Though he has ufed his beft Care and Diligence, 
Mr. Larduer is not infenfible of his Liablenefs to 
fome Erors and Omiffions in a Work of this Com- 
pafs and Difficulty. He relies upon the Candour 
of the Learned and Judicious, who may obferve 
them: And upon Information will readily own and 
correct the Errors, and fupply the Omiffions, if 
they are material ; for what is here aimed at is not 
Glory, but Truth, and a fair Reprefentation of ir. 

He owns the Method he has followed is prolix: 
But the Subject isof Importance. And perhaps, as 
he fays, in this Way fome Difputes may be fhortened, 
and fome Queftions decided, which could not be {fo 
well determined otherwife. 
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The Work will not, he prefumes, be judged 
altogether ufelefs, or unneceflary at this Time, 
The Fathers have not been hitherto confidered in 
this Method. Though many excellent and beautiful 
Paffages have been tranfcribed out of them byothers, 
in modern Languages, none have yet, fo far as he 
knows, attempted the tranfcribing at Jength their 
Teftimony to the Sacred Scriptures. Nor has the 
Canon of the New Teftament been often confi- 
dered .and inquired into, in this Method, of placing 
together at once the Teftimony of every Age as 
it arifeth : But generally the Evidence for particular 
Books has been collected, and placed by itfelf: 
Which, tho’ not without its Ufes, will, he believes, 
be found lefs advantageous than the Method he has 
purfued. 

It was the reading of the Works of Eu/ebius of 
Cafarea, and particularly his Ecclefiaftical Hiffory, 
in which he has collected fo many Paffages of an- 
cient Writers before him, that, as Mr. Lardner 
acquaints us, gave the firft Rife to this Under- 
taking. A large Part of the Riches of that Work 
will, as he adds, be transferred into this, and will 
be its greateft Ornament. 

As his Aim therein has been, according to his 
Ability, the Intereft of true Religion ; fo he ex- 
prefles a great Satisfaction in the firft Part of it ha- 
ving been fo well received as it was at home, and. 
at its having been fo far approved abroad, as to be 
tranflated by two learned Foreigners, viz. by Mr. 
Cornelius Wefterbaen, of Utrecht, into Low Dutch, 
and by Mr. ¥. Chriftopher Wolff, of Hamburg, into 
Latin. 

After this general Idea of Mr. Lardner’s exccllent 
Performance, it will fuffice to fay a few Words of 
the Contents of that particular Volume now before 
us. It opens with anadmirable Introduction, which 
comprehends a very juccinét, but compleat and 
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well harmoniz’d Epitome of the Evangelical Hiftory, 

It then proceeds in exhibiting the Teftimonies of 

feveral Chriftian Writers (difpofed in the Manner 

above fpecified) to the Truth of the Facts there re- 

corded. | 
The Witneffes here produced in Proof of the 1 

Gofpel Story are St. Barnabas, St. Clement, Her- 

mas, St. Ignatius, St. Polycarp, Papias, Fuftin 

Martyr, Dionyfius of Corinth, Tatian, Hegefippus, 

Melito, St. Ireneus, Athenagoras, Theophilus, and 

Pantaenus. 


THE 








Cademy of Sciences (at Petersburgh) The 
Plan of its Inftitution, Page 60 
Antholgia, 4 brief Hiffory of that Col- 


leflion, 159 
Antiquities, Their Ufes, 354, An Account of fome 
very CuUrIOUs Ones, 359 


Arts, 4 Prince’s Duty with regard to them, 200 

Attraction, Some Allegations in its Favour, 133 
Ridiculed, Ibid. Denied to exiff, as an uni- 
verfal Principle in Bodies, 387 


B 


es (M. Jean) 4 View of the Differtation 
which he has prefix’d to his Examination of 
M. Voltaire’s Elements of Philofophy, 119—135. 
His Reflections on the Newtonian Princtple of At- 
traction, 133 

Bernouilli (Adr.) Some Hints of bis Deficiency in 
point of Candour, 129 

Bremond (M. de) An Account of his Index to the 
Philofophical Tranfattions of the Englifh Royal 


Society, 220 


CARRE, 
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C 
(= (Mr.) His Notion of the Caufe of the 
Refraction of Light, 130 


Catullus, His Charaéter, 
Claudian, His Charaéter, 179 
Cyrillus Lucari (Patriarch of Conftantinople) = 
Account of bim, 409 
Caar, (Peter I.) ‘A Synopfis of bis Life, compiled by 
Mottley, 34—63. Ihe Methods whereby he en- 
deavoured to promote the Knowledge of the Sciences 


among his Subjetts, 49. An Account of his 
Death, 62. | 


164 


D 


D®= An Enquiry about the Creature fo called 
in our Englith Tranflation of the Bible, 400 

Dudgeon (William) His Remarks on Mr. Warbur- 
ton’s Vindication of Mr.Pope’s Ejfay on Man, 326 

Duguet (Mr.) An Account of bis Inftitution of a 
Prince, 181—201 The Occafion and Motive of 
his writing it, 182 His Epiftle to the late King of 
Sardinia, under the Charatter of the Abbe de Ta- 
miers, 184 His Letter to the Prince of Piedmont, 
under the fanie Charaéfter, Lae 

Durand (Mr.) His Project of a compleat Edition 
of Cicero’s Philofopbical Wrisings, 381 


E 


BR: The various Changes made therein, either 
by Habit and Cuftom, or by Age, 254 A 
Comp:station of the leaft Object, or Angle, that it 
1s capable of perceiving, 260 


Earth (The) Some Thoughts concerning the Figure of 
i, 
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Orboduc, A late Edition of it cenfured, 63 
Remarks on divers Paffages of it, 64—67 
Greaves (Mr. John) Some Particulars relating to 


him, 40 16 
H 73 4 


Iftory (Roman) Jts Uncertainty demonftrated, 
H 136—_156 Contradictions to be found there- 
in relating to the Rape of the Sabines, 145 To 
the Siege of Rome by Porfenna, 146. To the Yor- 
ture and Execution of Regulus by the Carthagini- 
ans, 151. The fuppofed Truth of the laft Cafe, 154. 
Hoadley (Dr. Benjamin) An Account of bis Lec- 
tures on the Organs of Refpiration, 333—345. 
Horace, Several Particulars of bis Life and Cha- 
raéter, : 167 


Ephfon (Rev. Mr.) 4 Synopfis of bis Difcourfe 
on the Obfervation of the Lords Day, "4, 
Ignorance, /ts Caufes, 195. Lis Confequences, 198. 
The Remedies of it, 199. 
Jurin (Dr.) An Abjfiraét of his Effay on Diftinct 
and Indiftinét Vifion, 


243—-272 > 
Juvenal, His Charaéter, 176 
L, 

. (Rev. Mr.) An Account of his Credi- 

bility of the Gofpel Hiftory, 455 


Leéture, (Arabick, at Oxford) Its Inftitution, 403 
Le Fort (Mr.) Ais Charaéier, 39. The Solem- 
nity of bis Funeral, 40. 
Liberty, Proved to be a Property of the Divine 
Nature, 294. Andof Manalfo, 295. 
Literature, The Honour and Advantages of : to a 
rince 
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Prince and People, 189. The Duty of a Sove- 
vaign with refpeét to tt, 191. 


Lucan, His Charaéter, 176 
Lucilius (Caius) 4n Account of him, as a Satyrift, 

162 
Lucretius charaéteri/ed, 164 


Lungs, the Influence of their State on that of the 
whole Body, 335. Method of treating violent 
Inflammations of thofe Parts, 339. 


M 


Artial, His Charaéter, 178 
Medals, their Requifites, 354. Several 
Particulars relating to their Ufe, their Qualities, 
the Times and Occafions of firiking them, &c. 





3547-357: 
Milward (Dr. Edward) An <Abftraét of his Cir- 
cular Invitatory Letter, &?c. 222——241 
Moon, 4 Phenomenon of that Luminary folved, 265 
Moore (Mr.) An Account of his Book of Travels 


into the Inland Parts of Africa, 68 

Mofes, defended againft Strabo, Servetus, and To- 

land, 104~—118 
N 


ee (Sir Ifaac) A fhort Account of a fo- 
reign Edition of the firft Book of his Prin- 
cipia, 306 


O 


(/Biigntion, The Nature of it confidered, 286 
Ovid, An Account of bis Life and Writings, 
171 


Pantheifts, 
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P 
Antheifts, Zhe Reafon of that T itle, 297 
Pantheifticon, The pernicious Principles of that 
wicked Book refuted, 927 —-305 
Paradife Loft, Remarks on certain Pafizecs of it, 
273 
Pafor, (Matthias) 4 brief Account of him, 3.95 
Perfius, His Charaéter, 175 


Petronius Arbiter, His Charaéter, 177 

Phznomenon, Avery remarkable one defcribed, 268 
Several like Objervations, Ibid.  Accounted for, 
269—272. 


Phedrus, 4 Charatter of his Writings, 173 
Philofophy (Experimental) 4 Account of a pre- 
tended Defence of it, 385—390 
Philofophical Tranfactions, The Contents of taofe 
for Auguft and September, 1738, 308 
Plautus, His Poetical Charaéer, 165 


Pocock (Dr. Edward) dn Account of bis Life and 
Writings, 391454. His Charaéter, 453. 
Poetry, Jts Origin, and primitive Ufe, 179 
Polyglott Bible, Anu Account of that Undertaking, 
433—443 
Principles (Philofophical) Some very odd ones, 388 
Prophecy, How it enforces the Proof of Revelation 
from Miracles, 373. ts peculiar Tendency to 
eftablifo the Truth of a Revelation, 375 The 
Double Senfe of it afferted, 378. Denied, 379. 


R 
_—* (of Bodies) defined, 120. It’s Cauje, 


121 

Refraction (of Light) the Law of it, according to 
Defcartes, 123. According to M. ’Fermat, “and 
otber Oppofers of Delcartes, 123, 124. Accora- 


ing 
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ing to M.Banieres, 125, 126. Its Cauje, 124: 
Queries concerning the Exiftence and Influence of 
that Caufe, 128. 

Religion, audacioufly infulted, 79. The Folly and 
Wickedne/s of confidering it +s a merely political In- 
ftitution, 282. Its Nature, Foundation, and Aa- 
vantage, 361. How the Advantage of it is fecu- 
red by Revelation, 362. A juft and noble Idea of 
tt, 380. 

Revelation, an Objection againft it, 362. A Reply 
to that Objettion, 364. How it may be diftin- 
guifhed from Reafon, 367—372. The Reality 
of it proved, 372—377. How we are to judge 
of the Senfe of it, 377. , 

Roe (Sir Thomas) an Account of the firft Volume 
of his Letters, 346—360. Hts Charaéger, 348. 
His Letter to the Counte/s of Bedford, 353. To 
the Earl of Arundel, 357. Yo Archbifhop Ab- 
bot, 358. othe Duke of Buckingham, 359. 

Rollin (Mr.) bis Account of the ancient Poets, 157, 
—188. 

Romans, Refleétions on the Barbarity of their Be- 
haviour towards their vanquifhed Lnemies, 213 

Rule (of Aétion, to Man) the Reality of it proved, 
283. Lhe Nature of it defined, and its Univer- 
fality evinced, ibid. Shewn not to be the Will of 
God, 284. | 

S 


peor a dificult Queftion, relating to his Ring, 
refolved, 261—-265 
Shakefpear, bonoured in bis Editors, 1. The Ob- 
fcurity of bis Poetry inftanced, 7. Examples of 
bis Knowledge of the Cuftoms, Rites, and Man- 
ners of Antiquity, 9. His Allufions to the Man- 
ners of foreign Nations in general fpecified, 11. 
the Exatinefs of bis Defcriptions, and Propriety 
of bis Metaphors fet forth, 12. His Acquaintance 
with 
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with the poetical Story proved, 15. Shewn to be 
skilled in the Sculpture of the Ancients 16. Con- 
verfant with Plautus and other old Authors, 17. 
Paffages of his Works corrupted through the Igno- 
rance of his original Editors, 1g—33. Said to 
be frequent in ridiculing the different Vices of Stile 
or Compofition, 33. : 
Silius Italicus, Particulars relating to him and bis 
Writings, 177 
Soul (of Man) Refleétions on the Nature of it, 85. 
An Argument, partly from Reafon, and partly 
from Scripture, for proving sts feparate Exiftence, 
87. Objections ta its Exiftence in a State of Sepa- 
ration from the Body, with their refpeitive Anfwers, 
93—103. The ill Confequences of denying its /e- 
parate Exiftence, 83—103. 
Statius, bis Gharaéer, 178 
Stonehenge. See Stukeley. 
Stukeley (Dr. William) a Synopfts of bis Difcourfe 
on Stonehenge, 313—325 
Sykes (Dr.) an Abfira& of the four firft Chapters 
of bis Principles and Connexion of Natural and 
« Revealed Religion diftinétly confidered, 280— 
305. Of the feven following Chapters, 360— 
384. 
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Erence, His Charaéter, 162 
Truth, proved to be the Rule of Aétion to ra- 
tional Beings, 283. Confidered as a Law, 286. 
The Notion of its being fo defended, 287. Conje- 
quences of this Dottrine, 288. A Miftake con- 
cerning it rectified, 290. 
Turnbull (Dr. George) an Account of his Treati/e 


on ancient Painting, 202—213 


Valerius 
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Alerius Flaccus, bis Charaéter, 178 
- Virgil, Memoirs of him in bis Poetical Capa- 
city, 164 


Vificn (diftix) defined, 243.  Miffake, relating 
thereto, rettified, 244. Its feveral Kinds {pecified, 
“ibid. Conditions of it, 245. Tbe Means where- 
- by it is obtained, 252. 

Vifion (perfeét) its Conditions, 245. An Error of 
M. de la Hire’s - with re[pelt to it, 246. Its 
greateft and leat Diftance determined, 247. Se- 
veral Opinions concerning the tae in the Eye 
requifite for obtaining it, 248. 


Ww 


arti (Rev. Mr.) an Account and. Speci- 

mens of his intended Edition of Shakefpear, 
a—3 

Watts (Dr. John) an Actount of bis Effay towards 

the Proof of a feparate State of Souls, 83—102 
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